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From the Pastor ...

€'reinthe season of gift giving, and though the demands and clutter and confusion

of our efforts can obscure the meaning behind this Christmas custom, the true

meaning remains. Because God gave us Himself in Jesus and because the wise men
gave precious gifts to Jesus, so we too give as an expression of love and gratitude.

For the Christian, there are no two emations (or mental assents) which are more basic to our faith
than love and gratitude. From these spring all the other Christian virtues. humility, compassion,
sacrifice, generosity, and service.

Out of our love and gratitude for Christ, Spring Hill offers several programs on campus and
supports many off campus. It's our way of demonstrating our thankfulness and devotion. It’s why we
have a budget, a staff, a session, a diaconate, a presbytery and so many volunteers who give of
themselves unselfishly.

Worship is our gift to God. Education, too, is our gift in that through learning we are equipped to
serve more wisely and proclaim God's truth more clearly. Our Youth programs are means also of
equipping and shaping future Christian leaders. The Music programs form minds and spirits as well
as voices. The Bible studies, Stephen ministries, circles, men’'s groups, committees all are here to
express love and gratitude.

In addition, we support charities and ministries in our city, presbytery, region, and abroad: over
$260,000.00 in gifts. Among these groups are our Presbytery, Global Mission, Health Care for
Homeless, Presbyterian Children’'s Home, Habitat for Humanity, Contact Mobile, Food Bank,
L’ Arche of Mobile, Penelope House, Salvation Army Women & Children, South Alabama Women
& Children, Service Center, Crittenton Teen Services, Ozanam Pharmacy, Victory Health Clinic,
Youth Life; and another $50,000 for Katrinarelief efforts.

And hereis the good news: we can do more.

Spiritually and materially we are a deeply blessed people. Each one of us has the opportunity to
give back to God's Kingdom out of a sense of love and gratitude. When we do that — when we give
generously and not out of compulsion — we are blessed beyond words. Our faith and insight increase
and God' s peace deepens.

The only truly happy people in the world are those who love fredly, give generously, and are
openly grateful. If you want to be happy with the time remaining, open your heart. We're in the
season that tells us of God's opening His heart through a Child. That Child was to become the Man
by whom our salvation was secured. Out of love for him and gratitude for what He did, we can
become day by day a more generous and loving people —and that will be our gift to Him.

In Hislove,
Norman




Music Notes
Randy Sheets
Director of Music Ministriesand Organist

Apocryphal Bach and Carolsfor Christmas

By the time you read this, we will have entered Advent, and thus a new Christian year.
With Advent comes special worship services and music that all singers and ringers have
rehearsed hard and long. Some of our music this season is “Apocryphal Bach” that will be
presented in our worship services on Dec. 11.

On Dec. 11, strings, flutes, oboes, and organ will join vocal soloists and our Chancel
Choir in “For Us a Child is Born”. The centerpiece of the music on that day is a cantata long
attributed to J. S. Bach, and then to his contemporary Johann Kuhnau. This delightful music
dates from the time and milieu of J. S. Bach, but scholars really don't know who composed
it. The cantata in 18th-century Lutheran Germany was an integral part of each Sunday’s
main worship service in the largest churches—this situation required the music director (the
Kantor) to compose a new cantata each week. With a duration of about twenty minutes, the
cantata was placed adjacent to the reading of the scripture of the day and to the one-hour
sermon—(the entire service lasted about three hours!) The cantata's text commented on the
scripture, and was seen as part of the proclamation and interpretation of the Word.

“For Us a Child is Born” consists of seven different movements, sung by soloists and
chorus in turn. The soloists reflect on what the birth of Jesus means to individuals--- the
baritone sings of searching for an appropriate gift to the Christ, while the chorus responds
with a song of praise. The tenor gives thanks for the gift of Jesus, the greatest of all gifts..
The alto prays that her joy be everlasting, since she has been redeemed through the Christ
Child. The chorus closes the cantata with afinal joyous “Alleluia’.

On that day, we will also sing and play several charming carol arrangements--- | am
particularly fascinated by the beautiful poetry of “Cold December Flies Away”, in which
images of cold winter (death and sin) are contrasted with images of beautiful, blooming
spring and the rose that is the Christ Child.

May the music of December 11, and throughout the season, be a rich blessing to all of
you.

NOTE: Seepage 3for choir schedule for December.

For usa childisborn, a son given to us:
Authority rests upon his shoulders;
And heis named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Prince of Peace.
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Choir Schedulefor December

Carol Chair (age 4 through grade 1)
December 18, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up)
Christmas Eve, 6 p.m. (5:30 warm-up)
Junior Choir (grades 2-5)
December 18, 8:30 and 11:00 (8:00 and 10:30 warm-up)
Christmas Eve, 6 p.m. (5:30 warm-up)
Youth Chorale
December 18, 8:30 and 11:00 (8:00 and 10:30 warm-up)
Christmas Eve, 6 p.m. (5:30 warm-up)
Youth Bronze Ringers
December 4, 8:30 (7:55 warm-up)
Spring Hill Ringers
December 4, 11:00 (10:00 warm-up)
Chancel Choir
Each Sunday morning at 11:00 (8:30 also on Dec. 11 and 18)
Christmas Eve, 10:00 p.m. (9:30 warm-up)
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© Advent, Christmas and New Year’s Day schedule

s

'

ﬁ} Sun., Nov. 27 First Sunday of Advent (Communion: both services)

" Sun., Dec. 4 Second Sunday of Advent: Prelude music by Handbells

ﬁ} Sun., Dec. 11  Third Sunday of Advent—Cantata

¢ Sun., Dec. 18 Lessons and Carols (both services)

N’ Sat., Dec.24  6:00 p.m. Carols, Scriptures& Children'sTime Nursery provided
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service

m Sun Dec. 25 11:00a.m. Worship service (only) No Christian Education classes

ﬂ“* Sun.,Jan.1 11:00 a.m. Worshlp service (only) Chrlstlan Educatlon clas@eS meet %

ﬂ‘l
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Martin Luther once said: “There are some of uswho think to ourselves, ‘If | had
only been there, how quick | would have been to help the baby — | would have
washed hislinen.” Y es, we would — we say that because we know how great
Christ is— but if we had been there at that time, we would have done no better
than the people of Bethlehem.”

The question is, why don’t we do it now? We have Christ as our neighbor.
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Molly’sMusings
Seeking the L ost

Since September, | have been studying the book of Genesis through Bible Study
Fellowship. | confess | wasn't really excited about studying it. | mean it's Genesis. 1t's Old
Testament. What else can | learn? | know all the stories backwards and forwards...or SO |
THOUGHT! How foolish of me to think God had nothing new to teach me. Who am | to
underestimate the power of the word of God?? My study of Genesis has further driven
home the truth of Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

One of the lessons from Genesis that God continues to press on my heart over is that He
is a seeking Savior. Look at what he does in the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve sinned.
He comes to them and asks, “Where are you?’ He asks this not because He doesn’t know
where they are or what they’ ve done. He asks because He is seeking them and giving them
an opportunity to come to repentance and thus restore aright relationship with their beloved
Creator. Then again in Chapter 4, God seeks Cain when his sacrifice does not find favor with
the Lord. He saysto Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what
is right, will you not be accepted?” Knowing that Cain half heartedly gave an offering and
knowing what Cain will do in the future, God STILL seeks Him. He seeks Cain and opens
the door for Cain’s redemption. It is a turning point but unfortunately Cain closes that door
of grace and goes on to murder his brother.

| could go on with example after example but the truth of the Scripture is that our God
pursues us. He loves us. He desires to be in relationship with us. He wants us to know Him,
serve Him, obey Him and love Him. It is a good and wonderful thing for usthat our God is a
seeker because Romans 3:11-12 teaches, “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is
no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away.” So while God
seeks us, it is human nature to run. To me, this is the tragedy of being human: we have the
desire to be sought after but yet we turn away from the only One that truly pursues.

One night as | was sitting on my bed, soaking in all this and meditating on a God who
seeks me, a sinner, the Holy Spirit began to impress upon me an important truth to apply to
my ministry at Spring Hill. As a Youth Director and a disciple of Jesus Christ, | should
model the youth program after the seeking Savior. Suddenly names began to come into my
memory — Kids | haven't seen in a while at church or youth group. | slowly began to
understand that Christ is calling me to seek the logt in the very flock He has given me. As
Christ seeks me, He calls me, His hands and feet, to seek others. Of course, my human
response was, “I’mamom and | work full time. | have a hard enough time keeping track of
those that show up every week. How am | going to chase after those | rarely see?” But as
I’ve learned so many times in the pag, if He calls, He will equip. So here | stand, ready to
move whenever He points me in the right direction. | will seek and trust Him to find hearts
that are ready to receive Him.

Are you lost? Are you seeking? My prayer isthat you won't turn away when He pursues.

Yoursin Christ,
Molly
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Tom's Tidbits

...let usrun with perseverance the race that is set before us. (Hebrews 12:1)

| am writing my article two days past due because of the amazing ministry opportunities
that Hurricane Katrina brought our way on the weekend before Thanksgiving. | wanted
to express my Thanksgiving reflections, but rather than reflect | dove into the relief needs
that emerged in Biloxi. All things have their season, and this has been a season of action.

We are in the midst of the long haul. As predictable as it was, we knew that for the
victims of Katrinathistime would come. It’s atime where distribution centers are
closing even though people are cold. It’s atime when people need to live in long term,
warm shelters rather than tents. I1t’s atime for usto do whatever we can do to help meet
emerging needs. It's atime to resist the temptation to be tired about Katrina news, and
keep pushing forward with relief efforts. It’s atime to finish well the race that we began.

So how do we continue running strong?

1. Our newly established relationship with the major Biloxi Distribution Center can
take teams of volunteers and our relief team will be coordinating this effort.
SHPC played a pivotal role in moving supplies between Mobile and Biloxi. We
have taken nearly 90 pallets of supplies to this center, which amounts to more
than four 18-wheeler trailer loads! Well done.

2. TheBiloxi Distribution Center needs volunteers and our relief team will be
coordinating this effort. Volunteers help with unloading supplies and arranging
them. If you can help people write resumes or learn basic computer skills we will
need you to help with this effort, also.

3. Continueto bring jackets, blankets, battery operated space heaters, gloves, pull
over hats, ear muffs, sweaters, and other things to keep people warm during the
cold months ahead. We will be taking these to various distribution centers
through the winter.

4. Asyou are able log onto www.shpc.us for continual updates about needs.

| am thankful to be part of this effort with you. Together we are touching the lives of
THOUSANDS and God will bless you for it.

Foundations of Christian marriage

The class on Foundations of Christian marriage began on November 27th and meetsin
the large parlor. Please register online for this wonderful marriage enrichment
opportunity at www.shpc.us. Each couple, or representative of a couple, will receive a
participant's workbook and be placed in a huddle group based on years of marriage (1-5,
6-12, 13+). For more information please contact Tom Boone.
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Presbyterian Women’s News

Presbyterian Women' s Coordinating Team will meet on Wednesday, December 7 at 9:30

am. in the Conference Room.

Circleswill meet on Wednesday, December 14 as follows:

#1 at 10:00 at the home of Clayton Pennington (4310 Marquette Drive)
#2 at 9:00 am. in the Bullard Building Dining Room then go to the
Mulherin Home for a party (nursery provided)

#3 a 9:30 am. in the Parlor

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

#4 a 7:00 p.m. at the home of Edith Abrams (4916 Princeton Drive)

Old Fashioned
Christmas Lunch

Join us for an old-fashioned covered dish
Christmas lunch on Sunday, December 18
following the 11:00 am. service. Come and
enjoy great fellowship and spirited singing
and bring a salad, vegetable or dessert. Cost
is $1.00 for the main dish. Also, please
bring children’s socks to decorate the tree.
Reservations will be taken beginning
December 4 at the hall table in the main
building, call the church office or use the
tear-off in the bulletin.

Hanging of the Greens

On Saturday, December 17, our church
family will have the annual Hanging of the
Greens. We will meet at the church at 9:00
am. and begin work on the garlands and
window swags that will grace the sanctuary.
If you have holly, pine, juniper, or any kind
of evergreen in your yard, please bring
them. Also, please bring finger foods to
share. There is something for everyone to
do, s0 come with your clippers and
gardening gloves and spend whatever time
you can spare in this meaningful
preparation for the Christmas season.

Poinsettias

Poinsettias will be part of the sanctuary
decorations during the Advent and
Christmas season. The Service Committee
will take these plants to shut-ins
after the Christmas service. Cost is ,
$10.50 and the deadline is Z{ 4D
Monday, December 5. "

Sanctuary flowers

Thanks to all who have provided weekly
flowers for the sanctuary. After the 11:00
am. Service, they are taken to the sick and
shut-ins in  our congregation and
community.

If you would like to reserve a Sunday to
provide the flowers, please call the church
office.
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Library News
Books are not the only answer

Books are mot the only resource available in a good library. Our collection also has CDs,
SHSS CD Roms and audio cassettes. What the library users do not think about are
periodicals (magazinesin lay terms).

The periodical collection is sometimes divided by frequency of publication. We have a
weekly of denominational interest, several monthly and even a quarterly for reform worship.

Recently, one of the monthly publications (CHURCH EDUCATOR) had a series of
articles on children dealing with death or loss. Several years ago when this subject was
needed, there was little being published in the popular press, but these three articles make
reference to concrete ways to help children deal with this all too human subject. |
recommend them to any in need whether death per se or loss of any sort. | would willingly
copy these upon request.

The November issue of the same publication had three opening essays on Storytelling,
especially biblical story telling which is a delightful gift anyone can have even when a
Biblical story is well known. The library has additional material for learning tips on
storytelling. Ask and you will receive books, CDs and newsletters with excellent examples
to aid you.

Welcome to our new member:

Paula R. Johnson
5014 Hillwood Circle, S.
Mobile, AL 36608
345-9980

2005 ChristmasWish List

The 2005 Christmas Wish List, which
gives Spring Hill Presbyterians the
opportunity to see that underprivileged
children have gifts on Christmas morning, is
underway. Please choose a child’'s name
from those posted on the bulletin board
outside the Fellowship Hall and return the
gift to the Bride's Room by Sunday,
December 18.

Heifer Project Update

The main fund-raising effort for the
Heifer Program will be held in the Spring of
2006. However, Global Missions committee
members will also be available to assist you
following the 8:30 & 11:00 services on
December 11 and 18" in the hallway in
back of the sanctuary. Holiday catalogs, gift
cards and envelopes will be available. These
materials are also available at any time in
the church office. These efforts will assist
those members of the congregation who
wish to contribute and give animal gifts for
the Christmas holiday season. We look

forward to serving you.
Moooooory
Christmas!
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News from the Financial Office
2005 Pledges

Spring Hill Presbyterian Church members will receive a contribution statement in early
December. Please review your statement and notify Nena Smith in the financial office of any
discrepancies as quickly as possible.

2006 Contribution Envelopes

The contribution envelopes will be mailed quarterly directly to you. The first quarter
envelopes should be received in December. Each year new envelope numbers are assigned,
please use the appropriate envelope.

Y ear-end Gifts

Current IRA regulations dictate that contributions received in the office after December
31, 2005 must be posted to the 2006 tax year regardless of the date on the check. In addition,
if you are mailing your check, it must be post marked no later than December 31, 2005 in
order to receive tax credit for the current year.

Holiday Schedule

The financial office will close at noon on December 23 and reopen Tuesday, December
27. Office hours are 8:00 am. to 2:00 p.m. and December 30 from 8:00 a.m. to noon to
receive year-end gifts. If you are considering a gift of stocks or mutual funds, please start the
process early. It is helpful to inform Nena Smith prior to transferring stock. These
procedures sometime take longer than expected, especially if complications occur.

The Joy Gift Offering is taken annually at Christmas by Presbyterian
congregations to support the Board of Pensions for their Assistance Programs
and for the Committee on Higher Education to support the Presbyterian racial
and ethnic schools and colleges. Special envelopes will be in the pews on
December 11 and 18.
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Season’s Greetings
From the church staff

The church staff wishes for you
a season of Advent and celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ that is
full of meaning and growth in
faithful fellowship
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Honoraria have been received for the following:

Pete & Babs Eleazer on their 50th Wedding Anniversary
Billy McLean

From thefollowing
Rick & Angela Eleazer Burns
Duncan & Frances McDonald

Bobby & Sally McNeely
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We regjoice with Frank and Babs Warren in We rejoice with Bob and Jimmie Hatcher in

the birth of a grandson, Hunter Bradley the marriage of their daughter, Spencer, to
Warren, on November 12 (Parents are Scott Bradley Ezell, on November 5 in the
and Bobbie Warren). sanctuary.

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are with Hilda Gewin in
the death of her sister, Elizabeth Miller, in October in Washington, CT,;
with Philip Jung in the death of his mother, Frances Jung, on October
30; with Genie Hart in the death of her husband, Bill Hart on November
8 in Spanish Fort; and with Bob Oatsvall in the death of his father,
James R. Oatsvall, on November 11 in Zion, IL

Memorials have been received for the Marty Weavil Schmitt
following: Royce & Pat Ray
Janie Sims
Blair Walton Louis & Susan Rapier
John Hamilton Brad & Donna Hoffman
Frances Jung George & GretaMassing
Noland & Dot McLean Susanne Weaver
Elise Nihart Jane Moser
Mr. & Mrs. Edward a. Terry, Sr. Bruce & Michelle Dudley
Bill Hart Bobby & Sally McNeely
Anne & Bill Sherren
From thefollowing: Tom & Julia Turnbull
The Ehman Family
Deborah Walker Bruce & Sylvia Weinard
Percy & Marynell Perkins Bill & Ruth Coats
License Commissioner’s Office Bruce & Barbara Maynard

Wish upon a star

Where children wish upon a star or wise men scan the universe for hope, let your bright
beams surround their dreams and guide their hesitating feet to where amiracle is born.

— David Jenkins, The Westminster Collection of Chrigtian Prayers
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December 2005

4 2nd Sunday of Advent

Isa 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8

11 3rd Sunday of Advent
Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11; Ps. 126 or
Luke 1:47-55; 1 Thess. 5:16-24;
John 1:6-8, 19-28

18 4th Sunday of Advent
2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:47-55 or
Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26; Rom. 16:225-27;
Luke 1:26-38

25 Nativity of Jesus Christ/Christmas Day
Isa 62:6-12; Ps. 97, Titus 3:4-7,;
Luke 2(1-7) 8-20; Isa. 52:7-10; Ps. 98;
Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14

January 2006

1 1<t Sunday after Christmas
Isa 61:10-62:3; Ps. 148; Gal. 4.4-7;
Luke 2:22-40
8 Baptismof theLord
Gen. 1:1-5; Ps. 29; Acts 19:1-7;
Mark 1:4-11
15 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sam. 3:1-10(11-20);
Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18
22 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jon. 3:1-5, 10; Ps. 62:5-12;
1 Cor. 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
29 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111;
1 Cor. 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

December 2005

1 1st Thursday Lunch —11:45 p.m.
4 Mithril “Winter’s Day Concert” —
7:00 p.m.
5 Committees
7 Presbyterian Women's Coordinating
Team—9:30 am.
11 Christmas Music for Chancel Choir &

Chamber Orchestra—8:30 & 11:00 am.

12 Diaconate—7:00 p.m
Session— 7:00 p.m.

13 Men's Breakfast — 7:00 am.

14 Circles

18 Service of Lessons & Carols—
8:30 & 11:00 am.
Old Fashioned Christmas Lunch

24 Candlelight Service— 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service —
10:00 p.m.

25 Worship Service—11:00 am.

26 Church Office closed

January 2006

2 Church Office closed
4 Presbyterian Women's Coordinating
Team—9:30 am.
5 1% Thursday Lunch —11:45 am.
9 Committee Kickoff Banquet &
Meetings — 6:00 p.m.
10 Men’'s Breakfast — 7:00 a.m.
11 Circles
13 Meals on Wheels - 10:30 p.m.
13-15 Presbytery PY C Celebration
16 Newsletter Deadline 9:00 am.
Diaconate — 7:00 p.m.
23 Session— 7:00 p.m.
27-28 Officer Retreat at Camp Beckwith

Editors: Dan and Laura Sdlersand Ti
Amo and Al E. Cat sing,
“Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas tree,
your ornaments are history.”
Meowy Christmas
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