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From the Pastor

Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house cdymr.”

ne of the main reasons Spring Hill Presbyteridnaking forward to the building
of a chapel is that it will provide a place of peaynd meditation throughout eac
week: a place to go and quietly commune with God.

Another reason we need the chapel is to have & ptamore suitably accommodate mig
week Communion services and Sunday vespers, asagvéd provide a beautiful and sacre
setting for small weddings and memorial servicasspace much needed by our church fa
ily.

Rick True, chairman of the Chapel Committee, hagtew an article for this newsletter
about where we are in the chapel plans. | knowllyba’eager to read it. (See page 9).

| hope this Advent season will not be so rushed weawill ignore the One whose com;
ing we celebrate. May it be that each one of ukemier God’s house remembering that it §
a house of prayer in which we can give thanksHerdift of our Savior.

In His love,
Norman

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, ared w
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s pisbn,
full of grace and truth.




Music Notes
By Randy Sheets, Director of Music Ministries

“Rejoice, Christ Jesus is Born!”

On December 10, our Chancel Choir will presentcdnatataRejoiceby contempo-
rary Swedish composer Anders Ohrwall. While mdshe melodies in the cantata were
found in the oldest Swedish songbook for schdaikse Cantiones1582 (“holy songs”),
many of the songs were also found in other countiighe same time; therefore the songs
from Piae Cantionesre also known as English Christmas carols, Freoels, etc.

Even though the melodies date from the sixteeatiiury or earlier, Ohrwall made
no attempt to be authentic in the styles of thosed. He created traditional, harmonic set;
tings, with simple melodic writing, combining vogw®ith instruments in delightful ways.
In our performance, music faculty members fromuiméversity of Southern Mississippi will
play the flute, oboe, and bassoon parts.

As suggested by the title, the tone of the cansabae of joy at the birth of the Christ
Child. The texts are simple, but contain deepltgical truths--- this is music that helps us
to focus on the meaning of Christmas. In “NowWerd Becomes the Flesh”, we sing:

God to us has shown His face on this day, sofudrace.
Lord, to us You gave Your Son, bringing graceuergone.
Unto us You sent a light through Mary, the Virgin.

All that’s good has come from Thee, O Virgin soeke

In “To Us a Child Has Been Born Today,” we rejorause “the Son of God has
come to be: from all our bonds to set us free, Mothing can defeat Him. “

In “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” Ohrwall's musieflects a buoyant, tender joy
at the birth of the Child, who is likened to a fragt, beautiful flower blooming miraculously
in the deep of winter, thus dispelling the darknefssin.

May your Christmas be blessed by this “flow’retgirti’, the Christ Child, our Lord and Sav-
ior.

(Note: See choir schedule on next page)

=i

Come, all has
been prepared
for you.

(Continued on page 3)
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Schedule for Choirs’ Participation in Worship during December
(subject to change)

Angel Choir (ages 4-5): Dec. 17, 11:00; Christmas Eve 6:60 p
Carol and Junior Choirs: Dec. 17, 8:30 and 11:00; Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m.

Youth Chorale: Dec. 3, 8:30; Dec. 17, 8:30 and 11:00; Christae 6:00 p.m.
Bronze Ringers Dec. 3, 8:30

Spring Hill Ringers, Dec. 3, 11:00

Chancel Choir: Each Sunday morning at 11:00; Dec. 10 & 17 ats®:30.

Christmas Eve also at 10 pm.
Music in Worship during Advent and Christmas at SHFRC

December 3,
Morning Worship Services: include Christmas Musioloir Handbell Choirs

December 10at Morning Worship Services
Cantata “Rejoice”, composed by Anders Ohrwallfgened by the Chancel Choir
and wind instruments

December 17at morning worship services
“Lessons and Carols” The Christmas Story in Sarptand Song, featuring all of
SHPC'’s vocal groups.

Sunday, December 24
11:00 One morning worship service
6:00 p.m. Carols and Candlelight Service, witlsio by our children’s choirs and
Youth Chorale
10:00 p.m. Carols, Candlelight and Communionhwiusic by the Chancel Choir

The Joy Gift Offering is taken annually Jt First Thursday Lunch
Christmas by Presbyterian congregations |to

support the Board of Pen; First Thursday lunch will be Decem-
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\‘\‘Q‘\\‘\‘\\\\ sions for their Assistancg ber 7 at 11:45 a.m. Join us for a Christ
é} Programs and for the com{ mas “sing-a-long” and enjoy fellow-
\\ /!%JUIJGifI mittee on Higher Education ship, singing and good food prepared b
0 to support the Presbyteriam chef Pat! We will play “dirty
racial and ethnic schools angd Santa” (please bring a gift $10.00 o
colleges. Special envelopes will be in the pews less). Please call the church office b
on December 10 and 17. December 5 to make reservations. Coft
is $5.00.
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Molly’s Musings
The Problem’s Bigger Than You Think

Undoubtedly many of you read a newspaper artidenaweeks back with the headlin
“Drunk at The Hank: Teenagers kicked out of stadaftar too many were over-intoxicate
stumbling and throwing up.” The article went ongive the details of a party held for loc
teenagers that was shut down 45 minutes aftetaitssecause of obvious underage drinkirg
that occurred before and during the event.

What discouraged me the most about the article neasvhat was written but what wa
unwritten. Maybe | am making a terrible assump(iamd | am willing to admit there’s a re
chance | am), but there seemed to be some typadsrione of resignation from the adul
that were quoted. In my opinion, there was notressef horror or shock but rather an ag
ceptance that these things happen, it’s a paheofden culture, and not much can be done t.

| teach a Sunday afternoon Bible study to a grdup6ogirls (juniors and seniors). Mo 'i
of them are not affiliated with our church. In afféo understand more about the issue @
teenage drinking, | asked the girls last Sundalaee an open and honest discussion ‘
me about the subject. | asked them a number ofipgauestions, and | must confess the
answers didn’'t surprise me. | too am guilty of gutoe® teenage drinking as “part of the cu
ture.”

| first asked, “On any given weekend, what perogataf the time are you around somg
one that is underage drinking?” The answer: “Byadd0%.” I

Then | asked, “If you had to guess, what percentdgeur class drinks at least occasiof}

- —h

ally if not every weekend?” The seniors respondéd least 95%”; the Juniors claimed 3
slightly lower 80%.

Then | asked, “If you have chosen not to drink, ifaators mostly influenced you c[
make that decision.” The answers shocked me, ‘&t fand my parents.”

Before | go any further and draw too many conclasjd must acknowledge that this inj
quiry was not a scientific poll and my sampling veagretty homogenous group with simil
faith based upbringings. Nonetheless, | think we learn something from their response
At the very least, this group has given us somiglmdor a strategy that might be affectivg
in helping our young people make the right decsmvhen confronted with alcohol.

Parents, never underestimate the influence you bawwour teenager. | know you mig
think they’re not listening to you, but they arettlthem know, in a way that doesn’t pus
them away, how you feel about the choices they mikep your lines of communicatio
open but make sure they know where you stand. Bguattle them using Scripture and yo
faith and your personal experience. Your positionuoderage drinking goes a LONG wa}
in the decision your young person will make wheno woe not around. Even if you've said
a 100 times, say it again — just maybe phrasdférdntly.

As a community of faith, we also need to make sweecommunicate to our young -w(
ple what God says about drunkenness and breakingith We need to make sure they u-
derstand how God grieves when we (this truth idusice despite age) engage in behavi
that hinders our relationship with Him. We must coumicate to our teenagers that it is o
of His great love for them that He desires to prbteem from actions that might cause the

3
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(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

pain, addiction, regret, and possibly death. Wetmmake it clear that He has a great, glo
ous, blessing filled purpose for their lives thaheot be attained when in bondage to alg
hol. We MUST not be resigned to the fact that tgendrinking is a part of “their” culture
and there’s nothing we can do. To assume that @etisp is to enable the behavior and th
be partly guilty for the way things are. We mustnst on God’s word and allow it to molc

our teenagers’ lives and we must do it as a comiypuhiparents and the community of faith

are preaching the same message loudly and cle&Hylove, it can and will make a differ-
ence.

Yours in Christ,
Molly

See Romans 13:13, Galatians 5:19 — 21, | PeteB4arid Ephesians, Chapter 5 for a few
Scriptures on drunkenness.

Advent, Christmas and New Year’s Day schedule

Sun. Dec. 3 First Sunday of Advent (Communion: both services)
Children’s Christmas Play — 9:30 — 10:30 Light tifaat served in
Bullard Building (The entire congregation is inwlje
Silverwood ConcerTo Drive the Cold Winter Awag.30 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 10 Second Sunday of Advent: Cantata
Sun. Dec. 17 Lessons and Carols (both services)
Sun. Dec. 24 11:00 a.m. service (no 8:30 a.m. service) @anEducation classes meet
6:00 p.m. Carols, Scriptures & Children’s TifiNursery provided)
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service.
Sun. Dec. 31 11:00 a.m. service (no 8:30 a.m. service) ClarisiEducation classes meet.

Camp Pinetreat

Camp Pinetreat will have a New Year's Camp for dreih in the § — 6"
grades. The dates of the camp for Decembét-29anuary % and the cost is
$150. Activities include Bible study, archery, da@might hikes, worship, basket-
ball, campfires and much more. Many of our awes
counselors from this past summer are returninghisrnew

event! Ring in the New Year with your friends atnGe yi- Gl =Y
Pinetreat. For a brochure or more information, aof(*d# #Z=F—
Kathryn Green at 251-937-8401t@atg@yahoo.com lneT'reCﬂ

v

H

\"4J

Spring Hill Messenger Page 5 December 2006



Stewardship report

Our 2006 Stewardship campaign is wrapping up. Asoday, November 20, we don't
have final results, but the indications are thatmay reach our goal. It is encouraging to s
our church family provide the financial support deé for the ministry and programs a
Spring Hill.

The November 12 dedication of the pledges servias & promising start to 2007. Ap
proximately 250 pledges were received. | encouaag®ne who has not yet pledged to ¢
so, as this will help with our financial planniriget us be prayerful and give with gratitud
back to God at this time of Thanksgiving and cedéibn of Christ’s birth.

Respectfully,
R. Gordon Mowry

News from the Financial Office
2006 Pledges
Spring Hill Presbyterian Church members will reeeascontribution statement in early De-
cember. Please review your statement and notiffaNg&mith in the financial office of any
discrepancies as quickly as possible.
2007 Contribution Envelopes
The contribution envelopes will be mailed quartelectly to you. The first quarter enve-
lopes should be received in December. Each yeareme@lope numbers are assigned,
please use the appropriate envelope.

Year-end Gifts

Current IRS regulations dictate that contributiogseived in the office after December 31,
2006 must be posted to the 2007 tax year regardfdabe date on the check. In addition, if

you are mailing your check, it must be post mankedater than December 31, 2006 in ordgr

to receive tax credit for the current year.
Holiday Schedule

The financial office will close at noon on DecemB@rand reopen Wednesday, December
27. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. andelbdeer 29 from 8:00 to noon to receive
year-end gifts. If you are considering a gift afcits or mutual funds, please start the proce
early. It is helpful to inform Nena Smith prior t@nsferring stock. These procedures somg
time take longer than expected, especially if cocapibns occur.
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Make this a Moooory
Christmas for some-
one in need!

Global Missions

The Global Missions Committee will hold the
= annual fund drive to support Heifer Internationalldwing each

service on December 3, 10 and 17. Heifer Internatiprovides ani-
mals to poor and underserved peoples around thie wamimals pro-

' vide work, offspring, give milk, meat and other guats and also
monies to families who otherwise would have grefficdlty supporting their families.
Please make all checks payable to Spring Hill Btesian Church, Attention Heifer Interna;
tional and designate the animal(s) you wish to .give

“There are peoples in the world so hungry that Godnnot appear to them
except in the form of bread” Proverbs 22:9 (and amimals).

Presbyterian Women’s News

Presbyterian Women'’s Coordinating Team will meetdednesday, December 6 at 9:30
a.m. in the Conference Room.

Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 13 as\idlo

/’.‘“\
#1 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Naomi Turner (226ltan Ct.) \".«ﬁ’)
\,,”/-

#2 at 9:00 a.m. in the Bullard Building Craft Ro@Nursery provided)
#3 at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor

#4 at the home of Edith Abrams (4916 Princeton ®riv R ome

On Saturday, December 16 our church family willdéive Hanging of the Greens. We will
meet at the church at 9:30 a.m. and begin workhemgarlands and window swags that will
grace the sanctuary. If you have holly, pine, jenjor any kind of evergreen in your yard,
please bring them. Also, please bring finger fomdshare. There is something for everyong
to do, so come with your clippers and gardeningegoand spend whatever time you can
spare in this meaningful preparation for the Chrést season.

Circle 2 will meet Wednesday, Decembel”#8 9:00 a.m. in the Bullard Building craft
room. Please bring items to stuff stockings forhéherin residents (21 girls, 12 boys). We
will leave the church by 9:40 to host our annuati€emas party at the Mulherin Home.
Childcare will be provided at the church. If youwla like to contribute to the party, but are
not able to attend, please call Meagher (344-480R)endy (380-0618).

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, whemll fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In thoseydaand at that time | will cause a right-
eous Branch to spring up for David; and he shallesute justice and righteousness in the
land. Jeremiah 33:14
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Library News

There’s something new at the library for anyone wiamts to know more about reforme
faith and from where it came. In addition a hopesligh for the Middle East restlessness
one book suggested by the Wednesday night classes.

The recent class on the Reformation has the fotiguwmaterials for study. M

Franke John R. BARTH for Armchair Theologians
Elwood, ChristopherCALVIN for Armchair Theologians
Calvin, JohnOn Prayer

Guthrie, ShirleyChristian Doctrine

Warrag, IbnLeaving Islantells of those who question the Muslim tradition.

The recent Alabama Supreme Court Justice, Draytdyens, Jr., has penned the following
book:The Case for Character

STEPHE MINISTRY Sanctuary Flowers

v

Stephen Ministry will begin a new
training class either late January or early
February that will run through May,
2007. Please contact Margaret Miller if

Thanks to all who
have provided weekly
flowers for the sanctu-
ary. After the 11:00
a.m. service, they are
taken to the sick and

you are interested in joining this class. | _ shut-ins in our congre-

can be reached at 344-3937, or you cap 9ation and community.

leave a message for me at the church| If you would like to reserve a Sun-
Thank you. day to provide the flowers, please call

the church office.

Welcome to our new members: 20s, 30s, 40s:
Mark and Sharon Scott Join us for a “Dirty Santa” Christmas
813 Regents Drive E. party, Friday, December 157:00 p.m. at
Mobile, AL 36609 the home of Ann and Sid Weinacker (380p
344-7546 Claridge Road, North). Bring a $20 gift an
beverage of your choice. Please call A
Johannah Bullard (342-2982) to R.S.V.P. and for your foo
14 N. Reed Avenue assignment. Childcare provided at t
Mobile, AL 36604 church for $5 per child.
471-2467
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fer input.

Chapel Update

The Chapel Committee met recently and approvedinbérevision of the plans. We will
have a rendering of the building on display soarefbto see.
An additional plan is a columbarium (to stand odeghe chapel) where cremated rg
mains of loved ones can be placed. We have hadadeeguests for a columbarium and feg
it will be a special feature. Mike Hofto is heading that committee if you would like to of-

Things are progressing quite nicely and we hopbawe several small group meetin
after the first of the year where each of you caveha chance to view the plans and ask iﬁ
guestions you may want answered. We expect toatdrcomplete construction next year.
Let's all thank God for this wonderful and very fideaddition to our church and its min:
istry. Please pray for its successful completion.

Yours in Christ,
Rick True, Chair
Chapel Committee

*1&

%
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- An Update from the Educational Outreach Committee

4 The goals of the Educational Outreach Committeaa() initiate, pro-
/ \ mote, and coordinate church-wide efforts to suppobliic education in
Mobile and (2) share enthusiasm about educatiridgreim and spreading
Christian values.

T‘}\ i% A‘-. While we have already placed some volunteers ayMarustin Ele-
mentary School — our official “Partner In Educatias designated by
Mobile County Public School System — there are mathgr opportunities to serve. In fact, with
God’s help, the Educational Outreach mission migghexpanding! The committee is considering
additional volunteer opportunities that touch snidef all ages — K4 through high school. In addi-
tion to activities in/around the classroom, the pottee is exploring relationships with other Chris-

tian groups focused on students. Please pray ésethfforts and how you might serve through our
committee.

Two ways to immediately help:
1. Sign up as a volunteer to tutor/read/assistsahaol (not too late for this school year!)
2. Look around the house and collect items thab@shcan exchange for cash, such as certain bok

tops and grocery receipts (more information wilbsde posted on the Educational Outreach
bulletin board in the hallway)

Please contact Christopher Jones if you have qunsstr suggestions. He can be reached at 454-
1960 or via email athristopherhj@gmail.com

Please complete the form on the next page.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Please complete the form below and place in the efing plate or drop off at the
church office.

Name Email (optional)

Home or Work Phone Cell Phone (optional)

Mailing Address

Please mark one or more of the following ways yloat might serve:
Tutor individual or small groups in reading andfieaith at Mary B. Austin Elementary School
Provide after-school tutoring/homework help at MBryAustin Elementary School
Volunteer 1+ hours per week/month inthe ___ liprar __ office, or ___ computer lab at Mary
B. Austin Elementary School
Read to children at ANY of the public schools intie County
Volunteer at public schools in Mobile County folostterm or one-day projects such as field
days, grounds/building beautification projects fts;ecareer days, etc.
Serve as a mentor for a specific student

What ages/group of students would you prefer tphel
Primary (K-2nd grade)
Upper Elementary (3rd — 5th grade)
Special Needs

Are there specific ways that you would be willimgsierve other than those listed above?

Government Street Presbyterian presentation

The Music & Fine Arts Ministry of Government Strd&tesbyterian Church preseis-
joice, Beloved Christian€Twilight Music”) a Cantata for Mixed Chorus byi@rich Buxte-
hude by The GSPC Sanctuary Choir and The Mobile r@onity Chorus under the directiorﬁ
of Terry D. Maddox, M.M. It will be performed at.Stoseph’s Chapel on the Spring Hil
College Campus at 7:00 p.m. The public is cordigyted to this free presentation.

May Christmas time mean more to you than gifts ohrdtmas morn;
May you feel the peace the whole world knew wherri€itthe Lord was born!
May you know the special gladness and hope that eadmearth;

And may it thrill your heart just now as Christmasomes again.
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We rejoice with Clair and Jack Hamlin in
the birth of twin grandchildren, Mason and
Madison Hamlin on November 6. (Parents
are Adam and Malesha Hamlin).

The prayers and sympathy of the con-
gregation are with the family of Anne
Reeves in her death on November 16 in
LaGrange, GA.

Memorials have been received
for the following:

Faye Cauley
Harry Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Terry
Dickson Coats
Charlie Hightower
Anne Reeves

From the following:

Robert and Mary Ann Donnell
Annette Daugherty
Len and Betty Dinkler
June and Pete Helmintoller
Willard and Elaine Myers
Sara Long

Charles and Linda Langston
Mildred Lowry
Hap and Frankie Jernigan
Malcolm and Carol Sumrall
Curtis and Dorothy S. Lowry
Molly Wagner
Bruce and Sylvia Weinard
Judy and Sam Strada
Carl and Helen Byer
Cort and Susan Schlichting
Jim and Nancy Adams
J. T. Webb
Mary Horne
Bill and Anne Terry Sherren
Dorothy Smith
Bobby and Sara Ann Clark
Julian and Watson Peery

An Honorarium has been received for
Chris and Ashley Brown from
Mark and Betty Graham.

The gift that God gave the world is
sometimes lost amidst all the tinsel. Some
of us need the admonition of a little girl

when her parents were setting up the Chrig

mas creche. She said, “Make sure Jesus
shows.”

> ¥

Christmas began in the heart of God.
It is complete only when it reaches the
hearts of people.

It's good to be children sometimes, and
never better than at Christmas. When its
mighty founder was a child himself.

Spring Hill Messenger
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December 2006 January 2007

3 1% Sunday of Advent 7 Baptism of the Lord

Jer 33: 14-16; Ps. 25:1-10; Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; Acts 8:14-17
Thess. 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

10 2" Sunday of Advent 14 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mal. 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Phil. 1:3-11; Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10; 1 Cor. 12:1-1]
Luke 3:1-6 John 2:1-11

17 3 Sunday of Advent 21 3“Sunday in Ordinary Time
Zeph. 3:14-20; Isa. 12:2-6; Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19
Phil. 4:47; Luke 3:17-18 1 Cor. 12:12-314a; Luke 4:14-21

24 4" Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve | 28 4" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mic. 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55 or Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 1 Cor. 13:1-13
Ps. 80:1-7; Heb. 10:5-10; Luke 4:21-30

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55); Isa. 9:2-7,
Ps. 96; Titus 2:11-14;
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

25 Nativity of Christ/Christmas Day
Dawn: Isa. 62:6-12; Ps. 97
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2 (1-7) 8-20
Day: Isa. 52:7-10; Ps. 98
Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-4
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The church staff wishes for you a season of Advand
celebration of the birth of Christ that is full omeaning and
growth in faithful fellowship.
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December 2006
3 Children’s Christmas Play - 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Silverwood Concert - 7:30 p.m.
4. Committees
6 Presbyterian Women'’s Coordinating Team — 9:80 a
7 T Thursday Lunch — 11:45 a.m.
9 PYC Compassion Baby-sitting 2:00 — 6:00 p.rgegal-10)
10 Cantata — 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
11 Diaconate — 7:00 a.m.
12 Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 a.m.
13 Circles
17 Service of Lessons & Carols — 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
18 Session — 7:00 p.m.
24 Worship Service - 11:00 a.m. only
Candlelight Service — 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service — 10:00 p.m.
26 Church Office closed
31 Worship Service — 11:00 a.m. only
January 2006
1 Church Office closed
3 Presbyterian Women'’s Coordinating Team — 9:80 a
4 P'Thursday Lunch —11:45 a.m.
8 Committee Kickoff Banquet & Meetings — 6:00 p.m
9 Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 a.m.
10 Circles
Supper & Bible Study — 6:45 p.m.
12 Meals on Wheels — 10:30 a.m.
15 Diaconate — 7:00 p.m.
17 Supper & Bible Study — 6:45 p.m.
22 Newsletter Deadline — 9:00 am.
Session — 7:00 p.m.
24 Supper & Bible Study — 6:45 p.m.
26-27 Officer Retreat at Camp Beckwith
31 Supper & Bible Study — 6:45 p.m.
Editors: Dan and Laura Sellers and mistletoe meows
of merriment from Ti Amo and Al E. Cat.

Spring Hill Messenger Page 14

December 2006



Spring Hill Messenger Page 15 December 2006



