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From the Pastor’s Desk

oon we’ll be into the season of Lent: that holy time of reflection, repentance,
and renewal. My hope is that it will be for every member of Spring Hill an ex-
perience of Going Deeper.

One way we can find encouragement and direction “to go deeper” is to take advantage of
the Noon services throughout Lent and the Wednesday night programs. The Noon services
will be led by pastors throughout Mobile and representing several denominations. The
Wednesday night programs — entitled “Life in the Spirit” - will be led by Jack O’Neill, a lay-
man from St. Ignatius; Brad McClain, associate pastor of Dauphin Way United Methodist
Church; Pam Hanes, an Anglican who has a strong prayer-and- Bible ministry among
women on both sides of the Bay and myself. To go deeper is first fo know what God wants
for us; and, second to be eager to take what He offers.

My prayer is that we will all be eager to take the riches of grace Christ offers; to savor
them and treasure them, and then be zealous to share what we have received. So I ask: please
join me in preparing to receive throughout Lent the blessings our Lord has for us, and
through receiving them, to be prepared to celebrate the victory of Easter.

Yours devotedly,
Norman

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated
on (february 25 at the noon service

Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of
the upright in the congregation. Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who
delight in them. Psalm 111




The following letter was written by Rabbi Steven Silberman to his congregation, Ahavas
Chesed. His summary of Spring Hill’s hospitality on last November 13" is expressed with
deep emotion and gratitude.

From the Rabbi

Bulletin article? Glory and halleluyah are two fundamental Jewish

concepts and terms. When I hear the Hebrew word Kovode, or the
Hebrew word Hode (rhymes with lode) I think of glory. Kavode, usually
translated as honor or respect, bears within it the sense of esteem and
stature of office. Hode, or glory, also bears a nuance of physical or spiri-
tual beauty. Both terms are found throughout the Hebrew Bible and the
prayer system. Usually they refer to God. Sometimes these terms are as-
sociated with angels. The general sense is that these terms and concepts
are an attempt to approach an experience beyond compare.

Last month, our shul participated in a glorious experience; one beyond compare. 75 mem-
bers were welcomed into a fellowship hall at Spring Hill Presbyterian Church. The atmos-
phere was jubilant, enthusiastic and uplifting. We were greeted like old friends and wel-
comed like family. Dr. Norman McCrummen, who is the senior pastor at Spring Hill Presby-
terian, spoke very beautifully and welcomed us into his and their spiritual home. It was obvi-
ous that we were being welcomed into their hearts as well.

Teenagers from the church served people. Members of the shul sat interspersed with
members of the church. There was a very real sense of two communities coming together,
appreciating each other and being thankful for having the opportunity of celebrating togeth-
erness.

As friends we broke bread. As guests they did everything they could to make us feel com-
fortable and at home. All the food was prepared within Conservative interpretations of
Kashrut. Four songs were prepared by the music leader and they reflected themes such as
God of Abraham, peace, friendship and shared blessing. Mr. Stan Chassin stood up, ad-
dressed the crowd and reflected upon where he had been a year ago and how he had grown
and changed. As a result of his growth, Spring Hill Presbyterian, Ahaves Chased and many
other communities throughout Mobile are also growing and changing.

I was given an opportunity to speak. I thanked Dr. McCrummen and his congregation for
their friendship and their sincere welcome. I presented a JNF certificate indicating that 10
trees had been planted in Israel in honor of the friendship between our two congregations.
Dr. McCrummen and many of the church members were very moved by that presentation. I
also extended my thanks to the kitchen crew who had worked very hard to prepare a fish din-
ner for over 250 people. I gave the cooks floral bouquets in appreciation.

The excitement in the room was palpable. It was a moment of glory. It was an experience
wherein we would remind ourselves that we have much to gain from friendships throughout
the community and an opportunity to grow as individuals through the developing friendship
of two institutions. That Thursday evening in November was a reminder that we can be ap-
preciated and respected for being Jewish by Christian friends who are not interested in con-

(Continued on page 3)

g y'lory, glory, halleluyah! Are you surprised to see that phrase in a
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(From the Rabbi—Continued from page 2)

verting us, but are interested in and capable of respecting us and honoring us for who we are.
Similarly, we can extend our arms in friendship to the members of Spring Hill Presbyterian
Church and the church itself recognizing that we may have differing views of God, redemp-
tion, sin, prayer, soul, etc., but these differing spiritual views do not preclude friendship.

It was a momentous event; a first in our shul’s history and I presume a first for Spring
Hill Presbyterian Church. We are planning an event in the coming months wherein we can
welcome Spring Hill Presbyterian into our Synagogue. As details become clarified, you’ll be
informed. I look forward to your support of this effort to establish respectful relations be-
tween our two communities. In my frequent meetings with and conversations with Dr.
McCrummen he has made it clear that he genuinely respects us and our commitment to Jew-
ish life. I am filled with gratitude that this gentlemanly spiritual leader understands that we
are not an extension of his church and we are not adopting Christianity, but we are recogniz-
ing commonalities and appreciating them.

Dr. McCrummen understands that the blood of Abraham and Sarah flows through our
veins. The after glow of standing at Mt. Sinai is present in our minds. The exultation of
crossing the Jordan River with Joshua reverberates throughout our legs. The pride in Bar
Kachbah’s attempts to overthrow Roman oppression is mixed with sorrow over his defeat
but still felt within our hearts. And the satisfaction of blowing Shofar on Rosh Hashanah and
eating matzah on Pesach comes to us because we know that we are being loyal to our roots.

Actively being a Jew in Mobile is very challenging. It would be easy to live a life like
everyone else. There would be little glory and no honor in allowing our Jewishness to evapo-
rate. Let us be proud of that which makes us distinctive and let us thank God that our dis-
tinctiveness does not motivate us to hatred, racism or intolerance. Let us praise God, our
source for our identity who has inspired us to reach out to people of all walks of life, appre-
ciating their contributions to humanity even as we appreciate our own.

Kavod v’-Hode lashem (glory and honor to God),
Rabbi Steven Silberman
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Molly’s Musings
Train Up a Child

It’s humorous, really, how different our
children are. Chris and I chuckle all the time
about it. Hannah, being first born and a girl,
was talking in full sentences at 18 months and
like a teenager by three. By two, Hannah could
count to 10; knew all her letters; and was
memorizing short Scripture verses and Bible
stories. Hannah has always loved to read books
and will sit still for as long as you will read.
Even when she was 18 months, she wanted to
end everyday with a Bible story and prayers;
she would make her prayer requests known be-
fore I could begin. Her attention span and abil-
ity to recall details and events has always
amazed us. That’s just Hannah.

Then there’s Hampton, our little Hambone
Hammie. At almost two, his speech is just be-
ginning to develop. He’s all boy. He’s in to
anything that moves: trucks, airplanes, balls.
To get him to sit still long enough to read a
book is a feat we have yet to conquer. You can
just forget numbers and the alphabet. That boy
is on the move; he doesn’t have the time or the
interest for such information! Bedtime prayers
with Hammie are a farce and consist of me say-
ing the words while he wiggles out of my arms
to explore something else in his room. I trust
that God hears them and that somehow, some-
way, a seed is being planted.

One Sunday night several months ago, I was
lying in Hannah’s bed getting ready to say
prayers. She proceeded to explain to me spe-
cifically about what she learned in Sunday
School about prayer, “Miss Candace said you
can pray kneeling or with your hands stretched
out to God, Mama. Can we pray tonight kneel-
ing and then tomorrow night with our hands
stretched out in the air to God?” Thus a bed-
time prayer tradition was born in our house-
hold. We are still alternating our prayer pos-
tures on a nightly basis.

On nights that ’'m alone with the children at
bedtime, it is customary to scrap the usual rou-
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tine. All three of us attempt to squeeze into the
overstuffed chair in Hampton’s room to read
books and say prayers. As you might guess, the
scene is usually Hannah and I sitting in the
chair together reading and praying while Ham-
mie runs around the room. To date, Hampton
has not exhibited even the smallest ounce of
spiritual awareness. He plows through prayer
time the same way he does play time. Last
night, however, something miraculous hap-
pened.

I had both kids in Hampton’s room because
Chris was at Diaconate. I began to say prayers,
fully expecting the usual scenario to ensue.
Hampton proceeded to wiggle from my grasp
on cue, but then something caught my atten-
tion. Even though I was in the middle of the
prayer, I glanced up to see Hampton kneeling
on the floor, hands clasped, face down. Maybe
for the first time in his life, he was awake and
perfectly still and in the very posture of prayer
he has witnessed on a nightly basis since the
tradition began.

I’ll never know why on that night something
clicked inside my little boy. I do know, how-
ever, that I will forever be grateful to God and
to Candace Bennett for planting a seed in Han-
nah that grew, bloomed, and produced another
seed which was planted in my Hammie. If you
ever needed a reason to teach Sunday School or
wondered why Christian Education was impor-
tant for our little ones, this is it! Thank you to
all of you who so faithfully volunteer to teach
Sunday School. The fruits of your labor ARE
being harvested in my home and in many oth-
ers! If my rough and tumble, busy boy can get
it, I am confident others can as well. God is SO
good! To him be the glory!

Your co-laborer in Christ,
Molly
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Youth Chorale & Youth Handbells
will participate in the 8:30 service on Feb. 15

The Stillman College Choir
In Concert at SHPC

Sunday, March 15, 3:00 p.m.

Boy Scout Troop 85 recently celebrated
a Court of Honor in which Ryan Sheets
received the Eagle Scout award. The
troop, chartered through Spring Hill
Presbyterian Church, meets here on
Monday nights and is always open to
new members. For information, contact
Scoutmaster Howard Horne (666-7490)
or Randy Sheets at the church. Con-
gratulations to Ryan for achieving the
Eagle Award, the highest level in scout-

ing.

Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza a Success!

On January 17, four young people spent the morning learn-
ing about the pipe organ--- how the sounds are made,
what all the buttons do, and the different sounds of the or-
gan. They listened to “Dinosauria: A Mesozoic Menagerie”,
performed by organist Randy Sheets and narrator Lindsay
Sheets, a highlight of which was the “Tyrannosaurus Rex
Rap,” illustrating the organ’s reed sounds. Each person
had hands-on time with the instrument, playing their piano pieces or improvisa-
tions, and then viewed the pipe organ in storage in the Bullard Building until
time for its installation in our chapel. The attentive and enthusiastically curious
participants were: Andrew and Bryan Ayers, Daniel Hall, and Max Jones.
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Mark’s Remarks

Opportunities to Serve
TLC Dinner

As you all know, it takes many volunteers to help run the youth program. One crucial area
that is very dear to our kids, is food. Every Sunday night we try to line up a cook or pair of
cooks to provide a meal for our youth (roughly 45 people). Some cooks are parents of the
youth and some are volunteers throughout our congregation. We are in need of cooks for the
remainder of this semester, starting February 1*. If you are interested in preparing a meal for
a Sunday night, please see Mark Coats. Thanks for your consideration and support of our
youth programs.

Compassion Update

Roughly two years ago our youth embarked on a journey of raising $20,000 for Compas-
sion International to build a Child Survival Program. To this date the youth have raised over
$18,000 and are continuing to raise money through fundraising opportunities as well as sac-
rificing some of their own money. The youth would like to inform you of two easy opportu-
nities for you to get involved. We currently have a coin drive and cell phone recycling pro-
gram in operation. If you would like to participate in the coin drive, please see Mark Coats
for a Compassion coin jar; and, if you are interested in the cell phone recycling drive, please
bring any old cell phones to Mark.

First Thursday Lunch Welcome to our
new member:

First Thursday Lunch Bunch needs your Valentine Vitality
on Thursday, February 5. We"ll have a “hanﬂs-on” pro- Cynthia (Cindy) Campbell
gram — to craft heartfelt creations for our military folks 8250-A Howells Ferry Road
away from home, for those unable to .get'about, and for Semmes, AL 36575
anyone else that needs that hug and kiss in an envelope! 649-7235

Coftee will be served early in the parlor (10:30), sweet-
heart luncheon ($6) at 11:45 a.m. Bring yourself (and any-
thing you’d like to use if you have it!) and a guest(s). Eve- The total received for Joy Gift
rything will be there for crafting! Remember to call the offering taken during the Ad-
church office and let them know how many to plan for! vent season was $867.72.

Paper Recycling Bin at SHPC. Spread the Word-- Bring your
clean paper and cardboard to the bin outside the Bullard Building.
(Please, no wax-coated paper or wax-coated juice/milk cartons).
“The earth belongs to the Lord.”
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CURRENT ISSUES
Adult Sunday School Class

A focus for our class in January and February will be issues affecting children and young
adults. March through May will focus on issues faced locally and nationally by Christians.
Questions? Call Judy Stout or Lexie Barnett.

February 2009 Schedule

February 1 When Families and Society Fall Short in Preparing children for School; Pre-K
Education and Just 4. Mrs. Linda Blassinggame

February 8 God, the Devil and the Internet. Mr. Royce Ray

February 15 It Takes a Village: Team Focus. Mr. Danny White

February 22 Week 1. Book Discussion “The Shack: Where Tragedy Confronts Eternity”, by
Wm. Paul Young — Lead by Pastor Mark Mueller (books are available at local
bookstores and a few will be ordered to purchased in the class. Please read
ahead of scheduled discussion dates!) All members of the congregation will be
invited to join these discussions. (New)

CURRENT SCRIPTURES CLASS
February 2009 Schedule

February 1 1 Corinthians 10:13
February 8 Matthew 7:7-8
February 15 John 15:10
February 22 1 John 5:14

Thanks to Outgoing Officers

The thanks of the congregation is expressed to the Officers in the outgoing class of 2008:

Elders: Mary Beth Culp, Pat Edington, Joe Hastings, Harvie Jordan, Alex Lankford,
Gordon Mowry, Bill Oppenheimer, William Shreve

Deacons: Nancy Adams, Marcia Autterson, Lexie Barnett, Dick Bradley, Mona Fergu-
son, Linda Fletcher, Deborah Fry, Philip Jung, Donna Massa, Naomi Turner,
Emily Watson
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Report from the Stewardship Committee

What a great year 2008 was for our church. We began the year with a budgeted deficit of
almost $57,000, but through the faithful stewardship of our members and, most of all God’s
blessings on us, we ended the year with a surplus of a little over $30,000. That is a swing of
almost $90,000 brought about by increased non-pledged gifts and an increase of over
$50,000 in gifts beyond pledged amounts. Another important factor was that our committees
were very careful with their spending; many spent less than their budgeted amount.

The Session at its January meeting approved the final 2009 Budget with a projected defi-
cit of $105,000. After thoughtful deliberation it was unanimously agreed that we must con-
tinue the programs and ministries of our church while at the same time continue to support
the charities and ministries outside our church. Rather than cut back in tough times, the
church of Jesus Christ must stand strong and be there for all God’s children.

The main reason we were able make this decision is because God has so richly blessed us.
Year after year we have had deficit budgets, and just like this past year, He blessed us and
turned a deficit into a surplus. As a result, we have built up excess cash of well over
$125,000. This fact makes it much easier to pass a deficit budget knowing we have the ex-
cess cash to fund it if necessary.

Several years ago we were operating without an associate pastor and had suspended the
search because of financial concerns. Two of our well respected and wise members Walne
Donald and J. M. Weldon, asked the Session why we had such little faith in God to provide
for our needs. After much soul searching and prayer, we knew they were right. We resumed
the search and the rest, as they say, is history. There is no question God loves His church and
has blessed SHPC abundantly. As long as we keep our focus on His Son Jesus Christ; there
is no doubt He will continue to do so.

Yours in Him,
Rick True
2009 Chair of Stewardship Committee

Worship During Lent

Wednesday at Noon
Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 25 with Holy Communion

Guest speakers — each Wednesday, February 25 —April 1
First Sunday of Lent, March 1, Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 7:00 p.m. (April 9)

Good Friday Worship Service, April 10, 12:00 noon

Youth look to the church to show them something. Someone capable of turning their lives
inside out and the world upside down. Most of the time we have offered them pizza.

— Kenda Creasy Dean and Ron Foster, The Godbearing Life
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Library News

When is “Exhaustive” not worn out or tired? When it means complete or thorough, as in
“Concordances.”

The library now has two Exhaustive Concordances to be used by the congregation for ref-
erence and in-depth Biblical material being studied. Note: Concordances are used according to
the text being translated, e.g. King James or NRSV in these now in the library.

Also available for study and teaching are several commentary series, Bib-
lical dictionaries and historical references to supplement and complement
any class study.

Contact the library staff when special projects are planned or materials
needed. Reference materials generally are not taken from the library for
long term use.

Presbyterian Women’s Activities
Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team will meet on Wednesday, February 4 at 9:30 a.m.
Circles will meet on Wednesday, February 11 as follows:

#1 at 10:00 a.m. In David’s Diner (Mary Hazen Braswell and Ree Scott (hostesses)

#2 at 9:30 a.m. In the craft room in the Bullard Building. We will be putting together good
boxes for our college students.

#3 at 9:30 a.m. In the Parlor

#4 at 7:00 p.m. In the Parlor Y\
Mark your calendars and save the date of Thursday, March 19 for the PW \ \

Spring Gathering. It will be at 1% Presbyterian Church in Foley. More details

to follow. PREV%?)?AENRIAN

Mooooony The Global Missions Committee wishes to thank the con-

Thanks! gregation for an outpouring of support for the 2008 Heifer In-
ternational fund raising effort. Over $10,300 was collected
providing a variety of animals to underprivileged and poor
peoples around the globe. In addition, the monies provided
from the Global Missions Committee budget was matched by
the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation for a total donation of
over $14,400. Thank You.

Ted Ferguson
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Service Committee

This month we will highlight The Penelope House. Sylvia Weinard is our liaison for this
agency.
Penelope House

Penelope House, a nonprofit organization established in 1979, is the only shelter for bat-
tered women and their children in Mobile, Alabama. Penelope House’s mission is to provide
safety, protection and support to victims of Domestic Violence and their children through the
provision of shelter, advocacy and individual and community education. The goal is to help
victims gain social and economic independence.

A 24-hour crisis hot line provides counseling, information and referral services to indi-
viduals in abusive or violent situations. Other services offered include providing advocacy,
community education, transitional living and support groups.

Penelope’s Closet, located at 63 North Florida Street, provides clothing, household items,
appliances and furniture at a reasonable cost to the public. Items that are donated to Pene-
lope’s Closet are first offered to their clients before reaching the thrift store.

Volunteer opportunities include working with children, clerical assistance to the staff,
assisting with special events and community education, and working at the shop.

AGENCY NEEDS

Penelope’s Closet Books, Plastic Hangers, Children’s Winter Clothes
(Donation Bin in Bullard Building)

Victory Health Toilet paper, copy paper, paper towels, stamps
(Donation Bin in Bullard Building)

Food Bank Canned fruit and vegetables
(Donation Bin in Main Building)

Healthcare for Homeless...Toiletries
(Donation call Hilda Gewin 342-5604)

The Service Committee would like to thank all the volunteers who helped deliver poinsettias
to our shut-ins and sick.

On behalf of the Salvation Army, I would like to thank the following Spring Hill Presby-
terian Church members for participating in the kettle fundraising drive in December: Ginny
Barton, Parker Barton, George Barton, Edward Shreve, Tim Montalban, Liz Hill, Linda
Langston and Dorothy White.

Your efforts were greatly appreciated. All monies collected by these "ringers" went di-
rectly to The Haven, the Salvation Army's women’s and children's shelter, which is one of
our church's benevolences.

Linda Langston
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

v

People of all ages and lifestyles sometimes
find themselves in need of a nonjudgmental
listener to help them deal with a problem or
situation. Our church has a Stephen Ministry
program that prepares volunteers to be such
listeners. If you need a Stephen Minister,
please call Margaret Miller at 344-3937,
Ellen Johnston at 471-1611, or Nancy Adams
at 342-6130.

A new Stephen Ministry class is being
planned for 2009. Stephen leaders have
scheduled a meeting in the Bride’s Room fol-
lowing the 11 o’clock service on Sunday,
March 8, for those interested in joining the
class.

23 Psalm

A Psalm of David
Young’s literal
translation

Jehovah 'is' my shepherd, I do not lack, In
pastures of tender grass He causeth me to
lie down, By quiet waters He doth lead

me. My soul He refresheth, He leadeth me
in paths of righteousness, For His name's
sake, Also—when I walk in a valley of
death-shade, I fear no evil, for Thou 'art'
with me, Thy rod and Thy staff—they com-
fort me. Thou arrangest before me a table,
Over-against my adversaries, Thou hast
anointed with oil my head, My cup is

full! Only—goodness and kindness pursue
me, All the days of my life, And my dwell-
ing 'is' in the house of Jehovah, For a length
of days!

St. Valentine’s Day

(February 14)
Most of us know St. Valentine’s Day as a time to send cards — and perhaps chocolate or
flowers — to people we love. We often say things like “be my Valentine” and yet the original
Valentine would probably be quite surprised to learn of the way in which we celebrate this

day.

No one knows for sure just who St. Valentine really was. Early church histories list sev-
eral different people by this name. One was a priest in Rome, and another was a bishop.

The most commonly accepted story, however, concerns a Christian from North Africa.
Put in prison for his faith in Jesus Christ, Valentine was sentenced to die. While in jail he
cured the jailer’s daughter of blindness. On the day Valentine was to die, he sent a note to
the young girl and signed it “from your Valentine” and from there the custom grew.

Yet another story relates to a Roman priest who was remembered for secretly marrying
Christian couples at a time when Christian marriages were not supposed to be conducted in
Rome. This may be where the connection between the saint’s day and romantic love comes

from.

Either way, when you celebrate St. Valentine’s Day, why not think of these saints who
courageously lived their faith, and do a few random acts of kindness as well as sending cards

and gifts?

Here are some Bible passages related to love. Read them together during the week of Val-

entine’s Day.
Deuteronomy 6:5
Psalm 18:1
John 3:16
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Romans §:28
1 Corinthians: 13:13
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We rejoice with Nathan and Margaret Miller in the marriage of
their son, Jeremy Miller, to Julia Frank on November 16 in New
Orleans; and with Mary Hazen Braswell in the marriage of her
daughter, Anne Braswell, to Chris Bonito on January 12 in New
Haven, CT.

We rejoice with Charlie & Amy Powell in the birth of twins, Emma
Grace and Clark Barrett Powell, on January 2; with Swep and Courtney
\\bb Fraser in the birth of a son, Harris Floyd, on December 6: with Cort
S N N\?\\ and Susan Schlichting in the birth of a granddaughter, Emilee Mans-
field Jennings, on January 7 in Nashville. (Parents are Erica and John
Jennings); with Royce and Pat Ray in the arrival of a grandson, Patrick
Ryan Clancy, in Port Orange, FL. (Parents are Tamara and Michael Clancy) and with Dave
and Marilyn Fulgham in the birth of a grandson, Eric Lee Ennes on January 14 in Whidbey
Island, Naval Air Station in Washington. (Parents are Susanna & Adam Ennes).

! = death shall The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are with Harold
== N0 lOﬂgQr White in the death of his father, James Clement White, on Decem-
have, ber 7 and with Rita Langus in the death of her brother, Bin Cochran,
dominion on January 10 in Atlanta.

Memorials

Memorials have been received From the following:
for the following:
Mrs. David Powell
Pat Scheu Sara Ann & Bobby Clark

Nita Sellers
Binion Cochran
Franke Rumley
Lawrence Sims

Carter Bryars

Lib Bullard

James C. White
Vivian & Paul Henderson
Ted & Annie Ayres Terry

Fred Gragg

John Bowen
Austill Pharr, Jr.

Paul Macon
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Connie & W. C. Cowles
Alison & Richard Nelson
Linda Fletcher
Royce & Pat Ray
Susan & Cort Schlichting
Mitch & Sally Cobb
Molly & Alex Lankford
Martha McCarty
Lillie Cox
Day & Linda Gates
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. David Fuhrman
Henry & Mary Mostellar
Happy & Camille Luscher

(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12) Charles & Linda Langston
Obstetrics & Gynecology of West Alabama, Allen & Kimi Oaks
P.C. William & Bill Sherren
The Bowab Family Becky & John Butler
Jerry & Margaret Armentrout Dick Bradley
W. Neil & Mary Joe Crosby Kathy & Ramsey Stuart
Mr. & Mrs. Leland Moore, Sr. T. A. Horst, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. John McMurphy Gary & Martha Phillips
Carol & Scott Phelps Lynn & Chuck Johnson
Carolyn Lee Toni & Hootie Ingram
Skip & Jenna Dorlon Jamie & Greg Saad
Hilary Cabaniss Bill & Laura Gewin
Billy & Sue McLean Manson & Marietta Murray
Timbes & Yeager, L.L.C. Becky Cross
Keith Air Conditioning, Inc. James Mostellar
Peggy & Blacksher White-Spunner Normond McAllister
Dr. & Mrs. Steve Lauten Marion & Malinda McMurphy
Mike & Jenny Lynn Henig Sharon & Eddie McDonough
Pat & Robert Edington Samuel & Ann Crosby
Richard O. Noblet, DDS Bud & Connie McLean
Bob & Jimmie Hatcher Mr. & Mrs. Gaylord C. Lyon, Jr.
Joan & Charlie Christmas Sarah L. Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. John S. McClelland, Jr. Dr. & Mrs. Jack O’Neill
Linda & Torch Hollingsworth American General Oil Corporation
Mrs. L. N. Dunnam, Jr. Joe & Vilma Croom
Marian & Mark Berkin John & Katherine Mincy
Robert & Mary Ann Donnell Bay Bank

PHonoraria

The following Honoraria have been received Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey Stuart
for the following: Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weavil
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Gaston
George & Greta Massing Dr. & Mrs. Barney March
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Danley Mr. Sutton Tremayne
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Dan Dunnam Dr. & Mrs. Edmund Dyas
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Ladner
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Bullard By the following:
Mrs. Sharron Luce
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Palmer Sarah & Tom Damson
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Peterson Torch & Linda Hollingsworth
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P ectionary for the
Ford’s Day

February 2009

4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

Deut. 18:15-20; Ps. 111; 1 Cor. 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28 February 2009
5" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is. 40:21-31; Ps. 147:1-11, 20c; S MTWT F S
lm(lor. 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6" Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 5:1-14; Ps. 30; 1 Cor. 9:24-27 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Mark 1:40-45
Transfiguration of the Lord 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

2 Kings 1:1-12; Ps. 50:1-6; 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
2 Cor. 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

Church Calendar

February 2009

Men’s Bible Study/Women’s Bible Study — 5:00 p.m.
Committees

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team — 9:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study — 9:15 a.m.

First Thursday Lunch — 11:45 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study/Women’s Bible Study — 5:00 p.m. You are my

Men’s Breakfast — 7:00 a.m. WHNESSES

Diaconate — 7:00 p.m.

11 Circles

13 Meals on Wheels — 10:30 a.m. —
15 Men’s Bible Study/Women’s Bible Study — 5:00 p.m.

16 Newsletter deadline — 9:00 a.m.

17 Session — 7:00 p.m.

18 Women’s Bible Study

22 Men’s Bible Study/Women’s Bible Study — 5:00 p.m.

25 Lenten Noon Service — Holy Communion

27-28 Presbytery at Government Street Presbyterian

world; on the seventh we try to dominate

the self. catnip kisses from Ti Amo and

AlE. Cat. N

Six days a week we seek to dominate the ) ]
Editors: Dan and Laura Sellers sending %
o

— Abraham Joshua Heschel
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Healing Touch

One of the quietest places of human habitation on the planet has to be the village of
Kalaupapa on the Hawaiian island of Moloka‘i. The current population hovers around 60,
made up of some two dozen patients with Hansen’s disease and their caregivers, along with
staff of the United States National Park Service.

The history of the place dates back several centuries, when this isolated peninsula — open
ocean on three sides, the world’s tallest sea cliffs on the other — was home to simple Hawai-
ian fishing villages. In the 1870s everything changed.

Foreign diseases, against which the local population had no immunity, were devastating
the Hawaiian population. Most frightening of all was Hansen’s disease, then called leprosy.
In response, the Kingdom of Hawai‘i decreed that anyone with this ailment would be iso-
lated to Kalaupapa, and over the next several decades thousands of people were sent to live
in a community with few resources beyond faith, stamina, and the human will to survive.

Missionaries from the Congregationalist and Roman Catholic churches brought spiritual
and medical care to the residents, and took the story of Kalaupapa to the world. Just as those
referred to as “lepers” in the Bible were cast out as being less than human, such was the fate
of the residents of Kalaupapa. For the most part, “Kalaupapa” meant fear, shame, and death.

Yet over time people came to recognize that the people of Kalaupapa were not just
“lepers” but were human beings. After the discovery of sulfone drugs in the middle of the
20th century, physical life improved for the residents of Kalaupapa. Social stigma remained,
however.

One superintendent of the settlement, Lawrence Judd, began to take down symbols of
segregation, such as railings separating patients from visitors and workers. The removal of
such barriers, patient Olivia Robello Breitha said, “gave us a feeling that we, the patients,
almost belonged to the human race again.”

In the Gospel for February 15, 2009 (Mark 1:40-45) Jesus makes it a point to touch an
“untouchable” person with leprosy. Then, as now, the bold statement is that no one is be-
yond God’s loving touch.

Ashes to Ashes

In the Hebrew Scriptures we read stories of people putting on sackcloth and sitting in
ashes as a symbolic act of repentance. This was one of the major ways of saying “I’m sorry”
to God, and indicating a desire to turn one’s life around. While we may not do this particular
practice today, a glimpse of it occurs with the beginning of Lent, and the observance of Ash
Wednesday (February 25, 2009).

The season of Lent is often a time of renewing our spirits, of trying to get a little closer to
God. An excellent way to begin that process is by acknowledging what we have done that
distances us from God and making a commitment to change. That is the gift of this Lenten
season, and one of the symbols of Ash Wednesday: a reminder that we can start again, a re-
minder that no matter where we have journeyed, we can always turn and re-focus our atten-
tion on God’s way.
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