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From the Pastor… 
 

� �ccasionally we come across an author whose thoughts intrigue us to no end. Such a 
‘new-found’ author for me is Brennan Manning. He’s been writing for a number of 
years, but for me he’s a recent discovery. I encourage you to read The Ragamuffin 

Gospel (which I’ ll teach in a Wednesday night series), The Signature of Jesus, Abba’s Child, 
Ruthless Trust, and The Importance of Being Foolish. All of these I unhesitatingly 
recommend.  

Since Katrina I don’t know where Brennan Manning and his family are living. They were 
in New Orleans. Eventually I will connect with him and find whether he might speak to us at 
Spring Hill. He’s a man whose journey has not been easy: an ex-monk, an alcoholic, a 
broken man whom God is still restoring, Manning understands how harsh life can be and 
how exquisite the experience of salvation is. 

The theme throughout his works is one of joyous gratitude for the mercy of God in Jesus 
Christ. Manning knows through experience the power of God’s mercy and the joy of a 
Christ-centered life. And he lets the reader know that such graces are offered to everyone. 

I believe you will find his story and thoughts very inspirational. I hope so. 
 
       Yours in Christ, 
       Norman 
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Music Notes 
By Randy Sheets 

Director of Music M inistr ies and Organist 
 

Within a few weeks, a new publication will appear in our pew racks.  This publication, a 
supplement to our denominational hymnal, was a project proposed by Dr. McCrummen and 
approved by the Worship Committee.  At Dr. McCrummen’s suggestion, the congregation 
was asked to submit suggestions of songs to include.  Members responded enthusiastically 
with suggestions for so many songs--285 to be exact—that is was impractical to include 
them all, and we had to limit the contents to create a publication of manageable size.    To do 
so, we have included songs that are most likely to be used in our worship services and that 
were, in most cases, suggested by several people.  Included are many “old favorite”  gospel 
songs dating from the late 19th century, hymns from “the red hymnal” , and more contempo-
rary songs such as those popular in Cursillo events.   

Printing of the hymnal supplement is made possible by funds given in memory of Marilyn 
and Howard Mathis and Elise Nihart.  May the supplement be a fitting memorial to these 
beloved persons while it helps to enrich our worship life. 
 
 

November—Schedule for Choir  Par ticipation in 
Worship (subject to change) 

Carol Choir:  Nov. 6, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up) 
Junior Choir:  Nov. 6, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up); Nov. 20, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up) 
Youth Chorale:  Nov. 13, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up); Nov. 27, 8:30 (8:00 warm-up) 
Bronze Ringers:  Nov. 13, 11:00 (10:00 warm-up) 
Spring Hill Ringers:  Nov. 20, 11:00 (10:00 warm-up) 
Chancel Choir:  All Sundays at 11:00 (10:30 warm-up) 
 

Looking Ahead 
December 4:  Prelude Music by Handbell Choirs 
December 11 (both worship services): 
  Christmas Music for Choir & Chamber Orchestra 
December 18 (both worship services):  Service of Lessons and Carols 

 
The Stillman College Choir in Concert 
Sunday afternoon, March 5 (time to be announced) 

Visit Spr ing Hill Presbyter ian Church’s website at: 
 

www.shpc.us 
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Tom’s Tidbits 
 

Benjamin Franklin is quoted to have said, “The one who can take rest is greater than 
the one who can take cities.”   Now consider the fourth commandment. “Observe the Sab-
bath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. Six days you shall la-
bor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you 
shall not do any work” (Dt. 5:12-13). What makes this commandment unique is that the 
Sabbath is holy because it’s a remembrance of the liberation from Egypt that God granted 
His people. 

God intends for us to live as free people. How often, though, do we trade one form of 
oppression for another?  We may not be slaves in Egypt, but how many of us can really 
say that we are free from enslavement to high expectations (that normally are our own 
rather than from others)?  Consider your enslavement to pressure that your kids attend cer-
tain schools, or be active in a myriad of clubs and sports. Or, consider your captivity to 
owning just the right home and being in the right neighborhood. The command to observe 
Sabbath rest is a command to live in freedom from all forms of captivity. 

God has given us not only permission, but a command to spend one day a week resting 
from all that we do during the rest of the week. When Jesus healed a blind man on the 
Sabbath he wasn’t showing us that the Sabbath is obsolete. Rather, he was telling his con-
temporaries that he was equal to God, because only God is able to work on the Sabbath 
lest the universe fail. If we fail to observe Sabbath, we’re making ourselves equal to God. 
These are tough words, but the more I reflect on life the greater the need I see to teach my-
self first and others second that we are not God. This means that our bodies have limita-
tions that require significant rest. It’s okay for us not to do everything and to experience 
freedom from our self-imposed expectations and values for worth. 

Give yourself permission to rest from your routine one day each week of this month. 
God desires us not to be overburdened by the strains of this life, which includes guilt over 
not making the most of our time by working too much, or living in the constant fear that 
we’re letting others and ourselves down. Reclaiming the Sabbath for ourselves is one way 
that He has given us to do just that, and if anyone complains we can simply say, “I’m 
obeying the Lord!”   Enjoy your Sabbath rests this month. I’m eager to know how it goes. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
 

Forest Hill United Methodist will host the annual Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:00 p.m. This 
includes the congregations of Forest Hill United Methodist, St. Igna-
tius Catholic, St. Paul’s Episcopal, Spring Hill Baptist and our 
church. There will be combined choirs from all five congregations. 
The offering will go to support our joint project of the Wheel-A-
Meal program. A reception will follow the worship service. 
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Molly’s Musings 
In Need of a L ittle (or maybe a lot of) Grace 

 
Have you ever had something happen to you that changed the course of your day?  Have 

you ever been trotting right along and things are going well and then “WHAM!”  something 
happens?  Within minutes, the gray clouds creep in and before you know it, you’re in a bad 
mood. Am I the only one who allows this to happen?  

Well, yesterday was one of those days for me. Things were going just great until I re-
ceived a phone call from my mom. Apparently, I had forgotten to write a thank you note to 
an old family friend who had sent a present to Hannah. I had called to acknowledge this gen-
erous gesture, but the message had not been received.  You can only guess how irritated my 
own mother was when she received a phone call from the gift giver wondering why she had-
n’ t heard from me. Shortly, thereafter, I received a phone call from my mom…here comes 
the rain.  

I don’t know why, but that phone call changed my day. I felt embarrassed. I felt upset. I 
felt like an awful person. I felt like my mom was mad at me not to mention what the woman 
who gave the gift must think of me. I would think to myself, “I ’m just so busy. I’m a work-
ing mom. It just slipped my mind.”  Then I would think, “But that’s no excuse. If I’m too 
busy to be grateful then I need to reevaluate my life.”   For some reason, this small, silly inci-
dent and all my thinking about it caused me to suddenly feel overwhelmed. My conclusion:  
I’ ll never be able to live up to the expectations others have for me. For that matter, I’ ll never 
live up to the expectations I have for myself. I’ ll never cross all the “Ts”  or dot all the “Is.”   
I’ ll never return every phone call. I’ ll never write every letter. I’ ll never say the right thing 
all the time. I’ ll never attend every event I should attend. I’ ll never be the perfect mother, 
wife, daughter, sister, friend, youth director, or child of God. I just need a little grace here. 
Forgive me for not being perfect! 

The truth is: we are all in need of grace because we are all imperfect. I think of all the 
times I’ ve been critical or judgmental, and I realize that as much as I need grace to be poured 
into my life, others do too. I am ashamed to think there are times I have chosen to be unfor-
giving instead of bestowing grace. In light of the enormous amount of grace God has given 
to us, we, His followers, who are being transformed into the image of Christ, are most cer-
tainly commanded to be grace givers. Actually, we’re commanded to be more than that. We 
must be vessels of grace -  overflowing with it!  It must soak through our pores and be a part 
of our being so we will bestow it naturally even when it is difficult to do so. Even when our 
circumstances tell us to be defensive and our flesh drives us to hold a grudge, we MUST per-
sist in grace giving. He, who suffered the greatest injustice and betrayal, did NOT withhold 
grace even from those who shouted, “Crucify!”   How much more, then, are we to give grace 
no matter what the circumstance? 

So here’s another truth for you:  To be in need of grace is human. To bestow grace to 
someone in need of it is divine. Let us be transformed into the image of Christ by giving 
grace as generously as we have received it.  
 
        In His grace, 
        Molly 
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Presbyter ian Women Activities 
 
Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team will meet on Wednesday, November 2 at 
9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 
 
Circles will meet on Wednesday, November 9 as follows: 
 
#1 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Hilda Gewin (4702 Old Shell Road) 
#2 at 9:15 a.m. in the Dining Room. We will be making goodie 
 boxes for our college students and stockings for the 
 Mulherin Home. (Nursery provided) 
#3 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
#4 at 7:15 p.m. in the Parlor 
 

Congratulations to Susanne Weaver who received the Honorary Life Membership 
at the General Meeting of the Presbyterian Women of the Church on October 12. Each 
year, one lady is chosen to be the Honorary Life Member because of her dedication, 
commitment and leadership in the Church. 

The design of the honorary Life Membership pin was adopted in celebration of the 
coming together of Presbyterian Women from the former United Presbyterian Church 
I, the U.S.A., and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) The caring supportive hands repre-
sent women who seek to build an inclusive community of Presbyterian Women. The 
leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to Jesus Christ as we 
nurture our faith. The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and through-
out the world, shown in the globe. At the center of the design is the cross, by which our 
sins are forgiven and we are freed to live in Christ who is at the center of our lives. The 
overall design is of a butterfly, symbol of newness in Christ and the emergence of a 
new creation, Presbyterian Women. 

If you ever see a Presbyterian woman wearing this pin, you know she has been dis-
tinguished as receiving the honorary Life Member Award. 

A special thank you to all who have provided food, clean-up, and 
most importantly, fellowship for our relief workers who have stayed 
at the Bullard Bed & Breakfast!  If you haven’t had a turn yet, and 
would like to participate, please let me know, I’m keeping a list!  
Now we need help with inventory. If you are cooking for another 
function at church, and have left-over items to donate, please call Pat 
Stoll at 680-3200. This way we can make good use of our over-
abundance! 

Grace is God’s unmerited favor, mercy and love, by which we are freely justified. 
—Fritz Ridenour 
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HURRICANE RELIEF UPDATE 
 
Thanks to everyone who has responded to the various needs in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina. The relief team meets weekly to assess and delegate needs. At present our involve-
ment with relief efforts consists of the following: 
 

1) We have a partnership with the Presbytery of South Alabama to restore the members 
of First Presbyterian Church in Ocean Springs. Our efforts here have been to be part 
of the clean up and rebuilding effort. We are also providing “get away” housing for 
members under great stress, as well as the pastor and his family. 

2) We are housing work crews from other parts of Alabama and the United States in 
what has become known as “The Bullard B&B.”   We provide room, showers, televi-
sion, email, and high quality meals to teams who are staying with us. 

3) We have partnered with VOAD Mobile and Habitat for Humanity to provide work 
crews to places of need along the Gulf Coast which are closer to home than Ocean 
Springs. 

 
To keep informed about our relief efforts please look up our website, which is www.shpc.us. 
If you have questions please ask any of the relief team!  Members at this time are:  Tom 
Boone, Ashley Brown, Pat Edington, Kathy Hamilton, Allen Jones, Margaret Jordan, Nor-
man McCrummen, Pat and Royce Ray, and Pat and Jeff Stoll. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT! 
 
This month’s Family Movie Night will feature the Walt Disney production, “The Prince of 
Egypt”  (1998). This movie is a captivating retelling of the story of Moses from his birth 
through the crossing of the Red Sea. Younger and older children both will enjoy this movie, 
and if you’ve not seen it yet you’ ll be drawn into it, also. Guests are invited! 
 
When?  Friday, November 4 
Time?   6:00 PM 
Rating:  PG with a run time of 99 minutes 
 
Families need to bring comfortable chairs, sleeping bags, and a sack dinner!  We will pro-
vide popcorn and drinks. Meet in the Bullard Building. 

1st Thursday Lunch 
 
When was the last time you saw a very funny movie?  Come join the First Thursday lunch-
eon group on November 3 at 11:45 a.m. to eat and enjoy “Grumpy Old Men.”   Please make 
reservations by Nov. 1. 
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News from the L ibrary 
 L ittle drops of water…. I t’ s an ill wind that blows no good… . 

The water damage sustained by the church library recently helped to un-
cover resources which had faded into the background. Thanks to the new in-
surance policy we have been able to replace some gems and discard some 
which had not been such stellar choices. 

The following titles and their contents have been given new life through 
replacement. Come check out these old friends for another time. 

 
Barclay’s JESUS OF NAZARETH. a book full of good pictures from Holly-

wood’s efforts to depict Biblical events. 

LEADING CHILDREN IN WORSHIP and YOUND CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

are classic in planning and developing this topic. 

EFFECTIVE SPEECH COMMUNICATION IN LEADING WORSHIP and 

IDEAS FOR HOSPITAL MINISTRIES are self explanatory also. 

In addition to these the following new faces have been added and await your check out: 
 

RAGAMUFFIN GOSPEL, a recent sermon mention. 

Bruce Feilor’s WHERE GOD WAS BORN is his latest in middle eastern 

 adventures similar to WALK THE BIBLE. 

Bonhoeffers”s THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 

THE FIVE GOSPELS, WHAT DID JESUS REALLY SAY? and 

Longfield’s timely THE PRESBYTERIAN CONTROVERSY. 

Let’s have some fun!  
 
Come to JAZZ AND PICNIC IN THE COUNTRY on Sunday, No-
vember 6, 2005 from 3-5 p.m. at Cathi and Frank Dagley’s home. 
(Map on table in back hallway)  Pack a picnic and bring a folding 
chair and listen to music by FEZ (Ben, Steve and Heather Harper). 
Drinks and desserts furnished by the Religious Arts Committee. 
There will be a “cover charge”  of $5.00 per adult. Church members, 
children and friends are welcome. See you there! 
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A Letter from our sister church in Kimry, Russia 
 
Our dear sisters and brothers in Christ! 
We are greeting you by the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
We were very glad to hear that everything is alright with you. Then, we want to beg your 
pardon for our long silence. We have some news to share with you. The first thing is that 
three persons were christened about 4 or 5 weeks ago. The christening took place at the river 
in the open air. And God loves us so much that He gives us wonderful weather. The sun 
shone brightly, there was no wind and the water was very warm, that’s why our sisters and 
brothers were not cold at all. 
 
One young couple and a young man of 21 were christened. The couple (Sasha and Vika) 
lived in the North. Then they moved to Ukraine, where they heard about God from their 
granny. Some months later they moved to Kimrsky region and began to visit our church 
where they decided to be christened. 
 
Another boy is a student. He heard about God from his friend in the hostel and came to our 
church as well. 
 
And one more news. Last Sunday we had a holiday. In Russian it sounds like “Harvest” . 
This day all Christians thank our God for different fruit and vegetables grown. So everything 
was wonderful. We were full of joy and everyone had something to say to our God. 
 
Let us finish our letter and wish you blessings from our God.  
 
Truly yours, sisters and brothers from Kimry. 

Current Issues class 
 

The Current Issues Class will continue its study of The Life you’ve Always Wanted: 
Spiritual Discipline for Ordinary People through November 6th. On November 13th, Dr. Wil-
liam Wills, President of the Presbyterian Home for Children will be with us for an informa-
tive and interesting presentation on its mission and the changes that have taken place there. 
Please come and join in these and other lively dialogues!  

Editors’  note: If you would like to send an email to the congregation in Kimry, here is the 
address (Resurrection Kimry Church): 

 

kcr@kimry.tver.ru 
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Heifer Program News!! 
 

The Global Mission Committee has recommended we postpone our major fund raising 
effort for the Heifer Program until the spring of 2006 in consideration of the many other 
funding needs facing our congregation this year. 

However, if you wish to continue to contribute to the Heifer Program this calendar year in 
anticipation of the Christmas holidays, you may do so, beginning November 1, 2005, by 
picking up Heifer cards and envelopes in the church Office. Please leave your check made 
out to Spring Hill Presbyterian Church-Heifer Program in the amount of your gift. We also 
ask you to sign the contribution sheet so that we may record your gift. 

The Heifer Program is a world wide program coordinated by Heifer International and pro-
vides animals to assist those in need by providing a renewable resource of labor, nutrition 
and income for the less fortunate of the world. Cows, sheep, water buffalo, chickens and 
other animals provide labor, food and clothing to those in need. 

Thank you for your understanding and continuing support of our Heifer Program. 

Global Missions 
 
SHPC made a gift of $25, reportedly one 
month’s subsistence, to each of the 25 pas-
tors who graduated from Livingstonia Theo-
logical College, Malawi, Africa on October 
14. In Malawi there is one pastor for every 
7,000 Presbyterians. 

Service 
 

The Service Committee would like to 
thank everyone who volunteered to work 
and those who donated blood at the recent 
blood drive. Thank you for giving the gift of 
life. Your contribution is greatly appreci-
ated. 

Poinsettias 
 
Poinsettias will be part of the sanctuary decorations during the 
Advent and Christmas season. Following the Christmas Eve 
services, these plants will be taken to shut-ins by the Service 
Committee in the name of the church. There will be a tear- off 
in the bulletin to use if you wish to place a memorial for a 
loved one by helping to decorate the sanctuary. Cost is $10.50. 
Deadline is Monday, December 5. 

Help keep us 
moooooooooving. 

Thank ewe! 
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The Par ish Nurse Corner  
 

I attended the senior group meeting Thursday Oct. 6 at the church, and had a very enjoy-
able lunch and lively meeting, full of discussion and many suggestions and questions for the 
Parish Nurse program. The members were very enthusiastic in their response and I appreci-
ated being asked to speak and to come back each month! I encourage all of you to attend be-
cause there will be lots of fellowship and activities. You can contact Joan Ralph for informa-
tion and the lunch is great, thank you Pat Stoll. I am looking forward to the upcoming year.  

The Parish Nurse program consists of offering support, aiding in resource information 
and providing educational information on special topics of medical and health issues. 

As a reminder, the flu shots are now available at doctor’s offices and many of the grocery 
stores offer them free to Medicare recipients. I encourage each of you to get yours while they 
are available.  

Feel free to call me if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions. And, as always 
everything discussed is confidential. 

 Thank you for your support.   
 
        Deborah Ward                                           
        H 649-3658 
        W 442-3658 

Religious Ar ts Committee 
Spr inghill Presbyter ian Church 

December 4 - 7:00 p.m. 
 

“We are excited to bring you Winter’s Day, a Celtic celebration of winter and the holiday 
season. Although many of the tunes we will perform are associated with Christmas, some 
evoke other, older traditions which were present in the Celtic nations before the coming of 
Christianity. In any case, the music is everything you expect from Mithril - exquisite heart-
felt airs, high-energy jigs and reels that rock the house, and a few exotic surprises. We think 
you will enjoy this concert featuring tunes you may be familiar with as well as some you 
may not have heard before. Some examples are: I Saw Three Ships, The Wexford Carol, 
Khanike Freylekhs, I Wonder As I Wander, New Christmas, The Cutty Wren, The Wishing 
Tree, Galician Carol, Greensleeves and others.”  

 
 Editors’ note: If you have heard Mithril before, you know you are in for a special Christ-

mas treat; if you have not heard them, you will enjoy this Winter and Christmas celebration. 
Members include, Andra Bohnet, Tom Morley, Ben Harper and David Hughes. You can visit 
their website at: http://mithril.flyingfrogmusic.com. 
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We rejoice with Mike and Brandy Avery in 
the birth of a daughter Caitlyn Marie, on 
august 25; with Ted and Mona Ferguson in 
the birth of a granddaughter, Elizabeth 
Blake Ferguson, on September 30 (Parents 
are John and Elizabeth Ferguson); and with 
Wagon and Meagher Whigham in the birth 
of a daughter, Ann Backes Whigham, on 
October 8. 

We rejoice with Sue Hamby and Rick 
Cooke in their marriage on October 15 in 
the sanctuary. 

The prayers and sympa-
thy of the congregation 
are with Gaillard and 
Patsy Hamilton in the 
death of their son, John, 
on October 6. 

We rejoice with Pete and Babs Eleazer in the celebration 
of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on November 4th. 

Memorials have been received 
for the following: 

 
Blair Walton 

Rosemary Wright 
Elise Nihart 
Katy Willis 
Frank Cox 

John Hamilton 
 

From the following: 
 

Anne & Murray Meador 
Moren Riley 

Sue & Billy McLean 
Ernest & Jane Bulwinkle 
Harry & Louise Wilber 

McGill-Toolen Science Department 
Helen Wells 

Robert & Mary Ann Donnell 


 � 
 � � �� 	� �
Honoraria have been received 

for the following: 
 

Ellen Pitman 
Mitch Cobb 

 
From the following: 

 
Louise Boykin 

Reneau and Win Hallett 

� � � � � � � �� �
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November 2005 
 
  6 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Josh. 24:1-3a, 14-25; Ps. 78:1-7 
 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Matt. 25:1-13 
13 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Judges 4:1-7; Ps. 123; 1 Thess. 5:1-11 
 Matt. 25:14-30 
20 Christ the King/Reign of Christ 
 Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24; Ps. 100 
 Eph. 1:15-23; Matt. 25:31-46 
27 1st Sunday of Advent 
 Isa. 64:1-9; Ps. 80:1-7, 17-29; 
 1 Cor. 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 

� � � � � � �� � �	 
 � � � �
November 2005 

 
  2 Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team – 9:30 a.m. 
  4-6 Senior High Retreat  
  7 Committees 
  8 Men’s Breakfast – 7:00 a.m. 
  9 Circles 
11-13 Junior High Retreat 
14  Diaconate – 7:00 p.m. 
21  Newsletter Deadline – 9:00 a.m. 

Session – 7:00 p.m. 
22  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service – Forest Hill UMC – 7:00 p.m. 
24  Thanksgiving – Church Office closed 
25  Church Office closed 
27  Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Editors: Dan and Laura Sellers and a cornucopia 
of catnip for Ti Amo and Al E. Cat. 
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