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   People on the Gulf Coast are 
accustomed to rebuilding after 
hurricanes, but what do you do after 
a massive oil spill?  The Spring Hill 
Church responded after hurricanes, 
and is involved in responding to the 
distress caused by the oil.  This is 
an update, and an invitation to 
consider becoming involved.  
   Bayou La Batre was a mess after 
Katrina, and in the aftermath of that 
storm, some people came from 
other places to help with the 
rebuilding.  Some decided to remain, 
and some of them formed the 
Hemley Road Church of Christ.  Our 
presbytery and several of its 
churches worked with that group of 
people.  A relationship developed 
and it remains.  This small but hard-
working congregation runs a food 
pantry (connected with the Bay 
Area Food Bank), a clothes closet, 
and reaches out to children in 
their area.  
   Food is the most immediate need 
of people whose livelihood has been 
disrupted.  Between 
individual gifts and funds 
taken from the disaster 
fund, Spring Hill has 
contributed $6,700 to the 
food pantry there.  This 
facility feeds some 300 

families per week.  They 
are grateful for what we have 
contributed, and the need 

will continue.  
   In answer to an email to Spring 
Hill officers asking for suggestions 
and help, some responded with a 
question about the need for 
clothing.  The answer was that there 
is a need for clothing, especially 
children’s clothing.  Nora Dawood 
and her Bible study are collecting 
clothing, and Naomi Turner 
is helping.  
   In addition to physical needs̶
food and clothing̶people whose 
lives have been disrupted tend to 
withdraw.  Rather than staying 
connected, they struggle on their 
own, and forfeit whatever 
encouragement they could receive 
from others.  To try to help 
reconnect people, a group of 
churches are sponsoring a “Family 
Fun Day,” Saturday afternoon, 
October 16 at Ralston Park in 
Coden, the next town over from 
Bayou La Batre.  The event will be in 
the local paper, and children in the 

two elementary schools are being 
invited, as well as the families using 
the food bank.  
   There will be food, music (two 
bands) and crafts and games for 
children.  One of the bands is 
“Heather and the Monkey King,” 
Steve and Heather Harper and 
several others.  Ann Jung is 
coordinating the games and 
activities for children, and a number 
of Spring Hill people will be involved, 
including the Faith Frontiers (5th and 
6th graders) and their leaders.  A 
grant from Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance is bearing the costs for 
things not donated.  
   As of this writing, the churches 
involved are Overlook and Central 
as well as Spring Hill.  Others are 
being invited.  
   Dick Coats is helping to 
coordinate Spring Hill’s response to 
the oil disaster.  If there’s anything 
in the above̶Family Fun Day, 
clothing, or giving̶or something 
else that comes to mind, please get 
in touch with Dick or the people 
mentioned.  This is a disaster, and it 
will fade from the news and from 
public awareness but the people of 
the coast will continue to struggle, 
and we need to stay connected.  

Pastor Sid
                                                                       

  Neighbors in Need 
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1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.”

   If you have ever confessed your sins, then you 
completely understand the feeling of kneeling before the 
Father in complete surrender, confessing your sins, and 
begging for forgiveness. You grasp what it feels like to 
have your head bowed down to the glory and majesty of 
the King. 

   Last Sunday morning, I found myself in such a position 
and in such a place. I had rolled out of bed and into the 
Word, and found myself confessing the sins of the 
previous day.

   But, let me pause here and ask you a question: Do you 
have trouble finding yourself in the Throne Room of God 
confessing your sins and begging for forgiveness? Do 
you have to be reminded of 1 John 1:9? Do you have to 
remember to forgive yourself? 

   If you answered yes to any of those questions, then 
you and I are in the same boat. I often find myself in 
front of Jesus confessing my sins, but rarely find myself 
realizing that forgiveness is given upon confession. 
Sometimes, in my mind, I feel the need to make myself 
feel guilty long after I have confessed my sins and 
received forgiveness for them. 

   Honestly, I think Christ knows this about me and has 
begun to show me what forgiveness looks like. When I 
sat in the presence of God on that Sunday morning 
confessing my sins, I envisioned myself as a little girl, 
sitting in my Father’s lap wrapped up in a beautiful white 
coat. As I confessed my sins over and over again to the 
Lord, the white jacket He gave me turned a dark color 
and was covered with stains.  In my mind, the jacket I 
wore changed colors to represent the sins I had 
committed and was now confessing. As I told the Father 

that the beautiful white jacket that He had given me was 
now stained and colored, He affectionately looked down 
at me and said, “Ashley, the jacket you are wearing isn’t 
stained or colored. It’s white.”

   I looked down at the jacket that I had thought was 
discolored and I was amazed to find that the jacket was 
white, just as the Lord had said. But when I looked up to 
remind Him that my sins had ruined His gift, He said to 
me, “Beloved, stop reminding me that the jacket used to 
be anything other than white. Instead, talk to me about 
how white the jacket is now. Talk to me about who made 
it white.”

   I tell you this vision of God to explain something that I 
struggle with, and I fear many of you struggle with also. 
It can be easy to feel the guilt of sin. It can be somewhat 
challenging to confess sins. But, I have learned that it is 
very hard for me to recognize grace for what it is. But, 
as Paul said to the church of Ephesus in Ephesians 
1:7-8, “In Him we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that He lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding.”

   When I can permit myself to grasp grace and receive 
the forgiveness that is abundantly given, then I can begin 
to have freedom from sin. But, if I choose to dwell in the 
things I have done in the past, then I will never be able to 
see that my jacket is truly white, and that my heavenly 
Father is the only one who made it white as snow. 

May you find forgiveness and grace in the presence of 
God today, and may you never live another moment 
without confessing and finding freedom through the 
gracious hand of your Creator. 

In Him,  

Ashley Mueller

A Vision of Grace  

Kirkin’o’ the Tartans
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans will be held at both services on Sunday, October 31.  A churchwide lunch will follow the 11:00 
a.m. service.  At this lunch, we will honor our seniors (65 and older) and members who have been at Spring Hill for 40 
or more years.

Cost ‒ Adult: $7:00, child: $3.00; Family max: $25.00.  Our honorees will be our guests.  Watch the bulletin for further 



3

Library News

The Rally Day program as recently presented contained a number of Bible study classes available for the adult Christian 
Education Department.  In connection with this theme the library has obtained the following titles for aiding these 
classes and their teachers.

Malina, Bruce:  Social Science Commentary for the Synoptic Gospels
    Social Science Commentary for the Gospel of John

Social Science Commentary for the Book of Revelation
Levine Amy-Jill:  The Historic Jesus in Contest
Pilch, John:  The Cultural World of Jesus-Sunday by Sunday, Cycle A

Also added has been a copy of the Kerygma program Meeting God in the Bible: Sixty Devotions for Groups, everything 
you needed for offering a devotion upon request.  A 4 volume set of Bibles in Hebrew and Greek interlinear with English 
will make you appreciate the work of the translators.  Gonzalez’ The Story of Christianity puts in focus history and 
events of the church ‒ your stewardship dollars at work.  Come and see.

Welcome to our
new members:

Abbey Olunkunle
375 Cleverdon Parkway, apt. 2105
Mobile, AL 36688
643-3544

Carol Williams
Vaughan Williams
5009 W. Ridgelawn Drive
Mobile, AL 36608
342-7496

Lynn Dolgos
113 Hilltop Drive East
Mobile, AL  36608
340-0774

Moses and Alice Kum
101 Foreman Road, Apt. C90
Mobile, Alabama 36608

FIRST THURSDAY LUNCHEON
    This month’s luncheon is for nature 
lovers of all ages.  Thursday, October 7th, 
Vivian Helton, owner of Wild Birds Unlimited, 
is coming to talk to us about Backyard 
Birding.  Come with your questions and your 
appetites for a tasty luncheon by our own 
kitchen guru, Pat Stoll.  A surprise gift 
awaits anyone who brings a friend.  Call the 
office to make reservations. The coffee pot 
will be on so come early for chit-chat.  
Luncheon at 11:45; cost $6/person.  For 
transportation call Janie Sims 340-6534.



   There’s nothing like being 
taught by a bunch of college 
students of your own 
insurmountable weaknesses and 
desperate need for the grace of 
God.  I can’t even begin to 
describe the overwhelming but 
marvelous experiences that have 
come with the first month of this 
fall semester.  To sum up the 
heart of this Director of Campus 
Ministry, I’ll reiterate the prayer I 
have uttered over and over 
again, “Lord, I can’t do it without 
Your help cause I am too weak 
and the days are too evil. I need 
all of Your power, all of Your 
strength, all of the gifts of your 
Holy Spirit.  If this is what you 
want me to do, then please pour 
on me everything you’ve got!”  

   It is through the challenges 
and brokenness I’ve seen this fall 
that has enabled me to grasp the 
truth that Christ spoke to Paul in 
a deeper way.  The grace of God 
IS enough, and He indeed proves 
strong when we are weak.  This 
prayer I’ve prayed over and over 
again led into another prayer, 

“Lord, show me what to do.  
There is so much need in my 
midst I can’t possibly meet it all.  
How do I manage it all? How do I 
reach those who need to be 
reached? How do I help them 
reclaim their lives from darkness 
and brokenness? I’m desperate 
for Your plan of action.”

   As I am typing this newsletter, 
one answer of many comes.  I 
know in my heart, I am to ask 
you, the Body of Jesus Christ, 
for help.  So here’s what is 
needed: mentors.  College 
students need you, the spiritually 
mature and spiritually stable 
(only Jesus can tell you if you 
meet these requirements), to 
invest in them.  As the campus 
ministry program grows, it is 
increasingly harder for me to 
delve deeply into the lives of 
each student. They need role 
models who are ahead of them in 
the journey that can guide, 
support and hold them 
accountable to their faith walk.  
There is a battle being fought for 

the time, energy and affections 
of college students.  I promise 
you every other distraction is 
investing in them.  

   If you are interested in being a 
mentor to a college student: 
meeting with them once a week, 
guiding them through personal 
Bible study and prayer, holding 
them accountable, and truly 
being the love of Christ to them, 
please let me know.  I need you. 
The kingdom needs you. 

Do you not say, 'Four months 
more and then the harvest'? I 
tell you, open your eyes and look 
at the fields! They are ripe for 
harvest.’  - John 4:35

In Him,

       Molly Broders

“Your Grace is Enough”

Molly’s Musings
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2 Corinthians 12:9-10
But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
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Music Notes
By Randy Sheets, Director of Music Ministries and Organist

Mark Y!r Calendars – Our Blood D"ve # Sunday, October 17.

Women Singing Together̶A Women’s Ensemble

Come to one rehearsal and sing for the Presbyterian Women’s meeting and 8:30 worship.  The only requirement is 
having a love of singing!  Contact Randy Sheets or just show up at the rehearsal in the choir room.
 Rehearsal:  Wednesday, Oct. 6, 10:30-11:30 am
 Sing:  Wednesday, Oct. 13, 10:30 a.m. (warm-up/rehearsal at 9:45). Lunch follows.
 Sing again:  Sunday, Oct. 17, 8:30 worship service

Choir Participation in Worship during October

Carol Choir (grades 1-3) and Junior Choir (grades 3-5): Oct. 31, 8:30 a.m.
Youth Chorale and Bronze Ringers:  Oct. 24, 8:30 a.m.
Chancel Choir:  each 11:00 service in October

Carnegie Hall Preview Vocal Concert
By Daniel Seigel, baritone
Sunday, October 10, 3:00 p.m.
Bernheim Hall---downtown Mobile Public Library

After receiving recognition in Mobile Opera’s Young Singer Competition a few years ago, Daniel Seigel sang for us in 
worship at two different times,  thrilling us with his voice and musicianship.  Mobile Opera and the Mobile Public Library 
are presenting Daniel in voice recital in anticipation of his Carnegie Hall recital, an opportunity he won through a 
national competition. Daniel is the son of Lester and Jane Seigel, friends of Randy Sheets from their college days 
together at Birmingham-Southern College, where Lester is choral director. 

For more information, call Mobile Opera, 432-6772.

Looking Ahead
“Wonder, O Earth” Christmas music, with our Chancel Choir and Orchestra, Dec. 5, both worship services
Guest artists in Residence: Friends of the Groom (Christian drama group from Cincinnati) Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 
22-23.  During their stay, they will lead Saturday drama activities for youth and adults, participate in our morning 
worship services, and perform a Sunday afternoon “concert.” 



Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating 
Team will meet on Wednesday, 
October 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room.

Life Member to be honored October 13
Presbyterian Women will gather on Wednesday October 
13 when the Honorary Life member will be honored and 
the Thank Offering will be received.  The meeting will 
begin at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary followed by lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall.   

The Women of Spring Hill Presbyterian Church
are cordially invited 

to the
Honorary Life Membership Luncheon

Wednesday,
October 13, 2010

12 noon
Spring Hill Presbyterian Church

Fellowship Hall

 Presbyterian Women have embarked on an 
exciting study this year with the 2010-2011 Horizons 
Bible Study, "Journeys Through Revelation: Apocalytic 
Hope for Today."
 At the Triennial Gathering at First Presbyterian 
Church in Huntsville in June, we got a chance to meet 
Louise Lawson Johnson, a Presbyterian minister who 
has written this year's "Suggestions for Leaders," found 
at the end of each lesson. She encouraged us to 
concentrate on the hope that the book of Revelation 

offers, and not get lost in fear. Although she provided 
several resources at the gathering, that same 
information can also be found at www.pcusa.org/
horizons. 
 This month PW circles will study the second 
lesson, "Seven Letters to Seven Churches." Our 
scripture is Revelation 2-3. 

Important Dates

Oct. 2
Presbyterian Women of South Alabama Fall Spiritual 
Retreat at First Presbyterian in Bay Minette.  All ladies 
are invited to attend this enjoyable and spiritual up-
lifting meeting.  Call the church office if you are 
interested in riding the bus; otherwise we will carpool.  
342-1550 or Ernestine McElroy, 460-5914.

Oct. 13
Fall Luncheon where Honorary Life Membership Award 
will be presented

March 16, 2011
Spring Gathering at Government Street Presbyterian 

May 11, 2011
Birthday Luncheon and officer installation

July 20-22, 2011
AL/MS Conference at Memorial Presbyterian in 
Montgomery

The Young and Rest of Us will have a football party on Saturday, October 16 at 6:00 
p.m. at the home of Rick and Julie True (255 College Lane).  
Appetizers will be provided and donations will be accepted.  
BYOB (Bring your own beverage).  
Reservations can be made by calling the church office, Meagher Whigham, 
344-4202 or Julie True, 341-1312
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http://www.pcusa.org/horizons
http://www.pcusa.org/horizons
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3 27th Sunday n Ordinary Time
Lam. 1:1-6; Lam. 3:19-26 or Ps. 137
2 Tim. 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10

10 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12; 2 Tim. 2:8-15

Luke 17:11-191 
17 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jer. 31:27-34; Ps. 119:97-104; 2 Tim. 
3:14-4:5
Luke 18:9-14

24 30TH Sunday in Ordinary Time
Joel 2:23-32; Ps. 65; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

31 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hab. 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Ps. 119: 137-144
2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10

lectionery for the Lord’s Day:

October 2010

Adult Discovery Bible Class

Adult Discovery Bible Class’ curriculum for this Fall will 
be the study of the books of Exodus and Psalms, 
focusing on God and His revelations and promises to 
man, how He sustains and protects us.  Come join us in 
the Conference Room and learn more from the Bible 
about our God.  We have several good teachers you will 
enjoy leading the class in both study and discussion.  
We would like to have you join us to enrich your 
spiritual journey and ours, too! 

Current Issues Sunday School Schedule

October 3 Andrea Hall ‒ Christian Education at 
  Spring Hill Presbyterian
October 10 Virginia Price ‒ Ethics of Remote 

Control Warfare (the use of unmanned 
drones in combat)

October 17 Barbara Maynard ‒ Rise of the 
 Muslim Religion
October 24 Mary Hazen Braswell ‒ Religious 

Fundamentalism: Is it a Threat to 
World Peace?

October 31 Dale Adams ‒ Mormonism

Church Calendar

2 Presbyterian Women Retreat in Bay Minette

3    Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
 Confirmation Lunch
      Men's Bible Study - 5:00 p.m., Parlor
      Women’s Bible Study - 5:00 p.m., Conference Room

5 Committees

6 Women’s Bible Study ‒ 9:15 a.m.
 Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team ‒ 9:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Night Dinner and Bible Study ‒ 5:45 p.m.

7 First Thursday Lunch ‒ 11:45 a.m.

8 Meals on Wheels ‒ 10:30 a.m.

10 Men and Women’s Bible Study ‒ 5:00 p.m.

12 Men’s Breakfast ‒ 7:00 a.m.
 Diaconate ‒ 7:00 p.m.
13 Presbyterian Women General Meeting and Luncheon 
 ‒ 10:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Night Dinner and Bible Study ‒ 5:45 p.m.

16 Young and Rest of Us ‒ 
 Football party at the True’s ‒ 6:00 p.m. 

17 Blood Drive
 Men and Women’s Bible Study ‒ 5:00 p.m.

18 Newsletter Deadline‒ 9:00 a.m.

19 Session Meets‒ 7:00 p.m.

20 Women’s Bible Study 11:15
 Wednesday Night Dinner and Bible Study ‒ 5:45 p.m.

24 Men and Women’s Bible Study ‒ 5:00 p.m.

26 Committee Draft ‒ 6:00 p.m.

27 Women’s Bible Study ‒ 11:15 a.m.
 Wednesday Night Dinner and Bible Study ‒ 5:45 p.m.

31 Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans ‒ 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
 Churchwide Lunch - Noon
 



Greetings in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!

   Who are you?  This simple question 
is one that we are all trying to answer 
for ourselves, and many of us have 
been struggling with it for most of 
our lives.  Many of us will answer 
such a question by saying our names, 
where we come from, what we do for 
a living, or who we are to other 
people.  Sometimes we allow other 
people or things to answer this 
question for us.  Sometimes we stare 
this question in the face and cannot 
come up with anything to say.
   When all of that happens, our 
baptism reminds us who we are and 
whose we are.  It tells us that we are 
the chosen children of God, a royal 
priesthood, a new creation.  When we 
hear conflicting views from the world, 
our families, our jobs, and our bank 
accounts about who we are, our 
baptism stands firm and strong “You 
are God’s own.”
   Our culture tells us that our identity 
is something that we create, do, or 
achieve.  Baptism tells us otherwise.  
Our faith, our salvation, and our 
identity as a child of God are all 
things that we receive.  They are free 
gifts from a gracious and merciful 
Father.

   
   As I get older, I am further and 
further removed from the moment of 
my baptism, but it defines me more 
and more with every passing year.  
I have found that we all need to be 
reminded consistently of the rich 
meaning of our baptism and the 
statement that it makes about who 
we are (and, therefore, how we 
should live).
   For that reason, the Christian 
Education committee has discerned 
that Spring Hill will hold baptism 
classes periodically throughout the 
year.  These classes are for: parents/
sponsors/ grandparents of those who 
are soon-to-be-baptized, parents who 
want to know more about how they 
can help their children “remember” 
their baptism, adults who are feeling 
called to be baptized, elders and 
deacons who want to know more 
about the church’s role in baptism, 
and anyone else who wants to learn 
more about what it means to be 
baptized and how we can make our 
baptism real and meaningful in our 
lives.
   We’re strongly encouraging all 
parents to take this course before 
your child’s baptism.  Not only is it 
our responsibility to acquaint you 
with the significance of what God is 

doing in this act and to remind you of 
your responsibility for nurturing your 
child in the Christian life, but we 
believe that this course will also 
change your experience of your 
child’s baptism (and quite possibly 
your own).
   The first course will be held on 
Monday, November 1 and Monday 
November 8 at 7:00 p.m.  Childcare 
will be provided upon request.  (If you 
are currently expecting, you can 
certainly take the class before the 
baby is born!  In fact we encourage 
you do so.)  For more information or 
to register, please contact me at 
342-1550 or 
andrea@springhillpresbyterian.org.
   So, the next time someone asks, 
“Who are you?,” remember:  “But you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people, that 
you may declare the wonderful deeds 
of Him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.  
Once you were no people but now 
you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy but now you have 
received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
AMEN!

Blessings,

Andrea Hall
Director of Christian Education
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Remember who you Are.

It’s ba-a-a-a-ck
Vacation Bible School 2011 

SAVE THE DATE!– June 5-8
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Service Committee

The Service Center of Catholic 
Social Services is one of over 20 
agencies in our community that 
SHPC assists.  It has been present 
in Mobile since the 1950’s.  In 1973 
it acquired the name that we know 
it by today.  The Service Center is 
located at 555 Dauphin Street.  It is 
a social service agency that 
provides emergency assistance to 
individuals and families in Mobile 
County during times of crisis.  
Assistance is available to all 
persons regardless of race, creed 
gender or age at no charge.

Since May, case workers from the 
Service Center have been going to 
Bayou la Batre and, operating out 
of St. Margaret’s Hall, have 
provided emergency services to 

persons affected by the oil spill 
who now face job losses and 
dwindling resources to provide for 
the basic needs of their families.  
To date they have provided close to 
$28,000 in funding.  
They have served an 
extra 105 
households 
consisting of 319 
persons that they 
would normally not 
see at the Dauphin 
St. location.  They 
will continue until 
they’re no longer 
needed.

The annual programs:  Tools for 
Schools, Angel Tree, and Santa’s 
Workshop help meet the children’s 
needs for basic school supplies and 
gifts at Christmas.  Through 
collaborative efforts with others 

these material goods are provided 
to families most in need.  SHPC’s 
Christmas Wish List is part of this 
and is now including some elderly 
persons who are in need. 

The Wine Festival at the 
picturesque Five Rivers on 
the Causeway has become 
an annual fundraising 
event solely for the 
Service Center.  It will be 
held on Thursday evening, 
October 21st.  Last year’s 
event, despite the rainy 
weather, was a great 

success.  Again this year there will 
be wonderful food provided by 
many local caterers and 
restaurants. The tickets are $50.00.  
Please contact Linda Fletcher for 
more information.  

Memorials have been 
received for the following:

Sara Coats
Dickson Coats
Bill Harris
Vilma Croom
Robert E. Whigham, Jr.
Frances Curry

From the following:

Louis & Moren Braswell
T. E. Eiland
Mrs. Maurice Bryant
Bruce & Sylvia Weinard
Frances & Duncan McDonald
Sam & Judy Strada

Buddy & Mary Beth Culp
Lexie & Allen Jones
Leland & Jane Waite
Marvin & Kathy Motley
Ricky Smith
John & Angela Bell
Evelyn Hubbard
Robert & Pat Edington
Jim & Nancy Adams
Betty & Craig McKinnon
Brad & Donna Hoffman
Stony & Virginia Price
Kim & Jody Johnson
Lynn & Jerry Hennig
Charles & Linda Langston
Carolyn Rowland
Laura Rowland
Virginia & Michael Rowland
Janie Sims
Sara Ann & Bobby Clark

Bruce & Barbara Maynard
Vicki Burke
Cathy Lee
Trudy Bagwell
Rita Maples
Susan Billingsley
Kent & Noel Curry

Honoraria have been 
received for:

Norman McCrummen
Randy Sheets

From:

Dick & Sherry Coats
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From the Stewardship Committee
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Christ has called us to follow him 
and be his disciples: “Come follow 
me Jesus said and I will make you 
fishers of men” Mark 1:17.  Jesus’ 
call to discipleship is definite and 
demands us to respond with total 
commitment.  “If anyone would 
come after me he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and 
follow me”. Mark 8:34.  The 
American Heritage Dictionary 
defines a disciple as “one who 
subscribes to the teachings of a 
master and assists in spreading 
them”.  

The life of a Christian in its truest 
sense is not often easy.  We are 
attacked from all sides by the 
influence and temptations of the 
world every day.  Popular culture, 
television, music, news media and 
countless other influences push like 
the current of a river against us 
and constantly expose us to a 
secular world.  Despite this 
influence, (and indeed very often 
because of it) millions of people 
want more.  They realize there must 
be more to this life than what they 
are getting.  When faced with the 
opportunity to act as 
a disciple, when 
given a clear (or not 

so clear) opportunity to help 
someone struggling with problems 
large and small we have an absolute 
mandate to share the good news of 
our salvation and spread the 
gospel.  The recipient may not 
often be receptive, but we are to 
share none the less.  To be afraid or 
embarrassed to do so is to fall 
short.  

In the same way we are given clear 
instructions about money.  In 
Matthew 6:19-21 Jesus says “Do 
not store up for yourselves 
treasures on Earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal.  But store up 
yourselves treasures in Heaven, 
where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.  For where your 
treasure is, your heart will be also”.  
In Matthew 6:24 Jesus continues 
stating “No one can serve two 
masters.  Either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the 
other.  You can not serve both God 
and money”.

This is not an attempt to convince 
anyone that money is not necessary 
for everyday life.  We all have bills 
to pay.  However, when considering 
your tithe or a gift to the church 
the words of Jesus do put things 
into perspective.   If you are 
interested in reading more about 
stewardship please consider these 
texts:

Leviticus 27:30-32
Deuteronomy 16:17
Matthew 6:31-34
Matthew 22:34-40
Matthew 25:14-30
Mark 10:17-24
Mark 12:41-44
Luke 10:25-37
Luke 12:32-34
Luke 16
Luke 18:9-14
John 15:12-17
Romans 12:1
1 Corinthians 16:1-2
2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2
2 Corinthians 8:1-12
2 Corinthians 9: 6-15
Ephesians 2:1-10
1 Peter 1:3-5
1 Peter 2:9-10

1 John 4:13-21
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