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From the Pastor ...

ith our now having adopted a sister church, First Presbyterian Ocean Springs, God

has given us an opportunity to be directly involved in the rebuilding of a congrega-
tion. What doesthat mean? It means we will have the privilege to join hands and resources
with fellow Presbyterians to help in putting homes and a church back together. We' Il take
our directions from the leadership at First Presbyterian, the ones who know best what is
needed and how those needs can be met.

This opportunity opens a significant chapter in our church’'s life and mission. We who
have been spared the worst effects of Katrina have been blessed to be a blessing.

The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians about “a severe ordeal” which the churches in
Macedonia had endured. “We want you to know about the grace of God that has been
granted to the churches of Macedonia, for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant
joy and their poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For | can tes-
tify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their means, begging
us for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints...they gave themselves first to the
Lord and, by the will of God, to us.” (Il Cor. 8:1-5)

May the example of the early Christians inspire us to acts of extreme generosity; and may
we, by God' s grace, become more grateful and compassionate in every day God gives us.

In His love,

Norman
WE&%—D The sacrament of the Lord’s
Q g Supper will be celebrated in
UQ{] worship on October 2,

COMMUMON World Communion Sunday.




“Sing, Believe, and Show Forthin our Lives’
Music Notes
By Randy Sheets
Director of Music Ministries and Organist

One of the best things about singing in a church choir is the experience of singing great
texts. Recently the Chancel Choir sang a setting of this beautiful sixteenth-century text:

God be in my head and in my understanding,
God be in mine eyes and in my looking,
God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
God bein my heart and in my thinking,

God be a mine end and at my departing.

After rehearsing the setting of these words for several weeks and then singing it in wor-
ship, the music and words kept sounding in my head for days. And I'm glad that they did.
Each one of these lines is rich and worthy of thought and meditation. If only | would let God
permeate every part of my being, so that | would view every situation just as God does--that
| would see every person just as God sees them--that every word | speak would echo God's
voice--that my every thought would be as if it were from God's heart.

Of coursg, it is possible to sing great sacred texts all one's life and yet to remain unaf-
fected by them. But | certainly hope that we all would be attentive and open, so that, in the
words of afamous chorister’s prayer, “what we sing with our lips, we may believe in our
hearts, and what we believein our hearts, we may show forth in our lives.” Amen.

October—Schedule for Choir Participation in Wor ship

(subject to change)

Junior Choir: Oct. 30; 8:30 (8:00 warm-up)
Y outh Chorale: Oct. 2, 8:30 (8:00 warm-up)

Oct. 23, 11:00 (10:30 warm-up)
Bronze Ringers: Oct. 23, 11:00 (10:00 warm-up)
Spring Hill Ringers: Oct. 9, 11:00 (10:00 warm-up)
Chancel Choir: All Sundays at 11:00 (10:30 warm-up)

Kirkin’ othe Tartans

The Kirkin' o the Tartans will be held at both services
on October 30 with a church-wide lunch following the
11:00 am. service. Cost is: adult - $5.00; child - $3.00;
Family max - $20.00. Watch the bulletin for further
details.
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Molly’s Musings
“Invade M €’

It is not often someone says, “Follow me” and they really mean dwell with me, give your
life up for me, know me, obey me, imitate me, and share me with others. No, let’s face it, we
Americans like our space. We like to do our own thing. We like to set our boundaries so it’s
not often that we ask someone to invade our lives. In fact, we redly only use the phrase
“Follow me” when we've got to take two or more cars to a destination and the other drivers
don’'t know how to get there.

But there were no carsin Jesus' day, and He wasn't playing “Follow the Leader” when he
called the first disciples. “Come, follow me and | will make you fishers of men.” The disci-
ples knew what Jesus meant when they heard these words. They didn’'t merely think He was
taking them some place they’d never been. The following verse says, “At once they left their
nets and followed Him.” There was no checking with the boss to make sure it was ok to
leave work early. No arrangements with the wife about alternative plans for the evening. No
stress about not having time to do this or do that. No questions about where are we going,
what are we doing. Nope....just trudt....just faith. The disciples heard the call on their lives
and heeded it at once.

As | read these verses from the gospel of Matthew and soak in the disciples response to
Jesus words, | wonder...do | get it like the disciples got it? Do | understand that Jesus
command to follow Him involves an invasion? Do | realize everything that following Him
entails? Most days, | don’t think | do. | am struck at this moment with the knowledge that
my response to Jesus call is never without condition. Following Christ means you allow
Him to invade your life...all of it, and | think, on most days, that makes me uncomfortable.

If you look at the text, however, you will find that “Follow Me” isjust the first part of the
command. If an invasion of my life makes me uncomfortable, fishing for men makes me ab-
solutely squirm. | can’t believe the disciples didn’t say, “Jesus, ook, we dropped everything
for you and now you want us to deal with people?’ People are messy. People are imperfect.
People are difficult. Why would we go fishing for them? Why can’t it be, “Follow me and |
will make you fishers of dogs’? Dogs are so much easier. They’re loyal and loving and they
don’'t constantly try to go their own way. | just think it'd be so much easier if Christ said,
“Follow me and....” then there was a list of options. But his message is clear and His minis-
try for us is defined. Christ not only wants us to allow Him to invade our lives but He also
wants us to be in relationship with others so they might follow Him too.

OkK...so here | sit. I’'ve really looked at these words that I’ ve read a hundred times. What
am | to do, what are we to do? Three things: 1) Commit to following Him on a daily basis.
Each day or even each moment, allow that invasion to occur. 2) Pray for ways to be fishers
of men. Lastly, when you're feeling uncomfortable doing His work and giving your life over
to Him, remember that the God who called you is also with you. Through Him, all things are
possible.

Yoursin Christ,
Molly
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Tom's Tidbits

The view from ground zero was inspiring. Seeing the destruction of some of our families
in our now adopted sister church, First Presbyterian of Ocean Springs, was motivating and
unforgettable. Being part of the Katrina Relief Team has been a great experience. I’ve come
to know much better the compassion of Pat, Jeff, Ashley, Allen, Norman, Kathy, Margaret,
Pat, and Royce. It has been remarkable to come face to face with victims of the disaster, as
many of you have done through our relief efforts since early September.

Life goes on in the wake of disasters such as Katrina (and Rita?). As I’'ve said often to
people from other parts of the country, “When you're in a hole, you dig yourself out.” Dig-
ging out is exactly what we're helping a community of brothers and sisters in Christ do in
Ocean Springs. While our damage was not as significant this time around, each of us has
experienced ongoing stress since Dennis. We didn’t leave this area for Katrina not only be-
cause it didn’t seem to be heading directly at us, but quite frankly we were just tired. But the
spirit of concern that | have seen in you towards the relief efforts along the Gulf Coast has
been deeply moving. Y ou are giving deeply even though you're tired.

A long term perspective is what we need to adopt right now. The church we have adopted
is a church of 300 members, or about 100 families. Of these 30 families have no homes, and
40 more are in homes that are uninhabitable or damaged severely and require structural
evaluation and gutting. That's nearly 70% of the families who have incredible needs!
Friends, our work has just begun. | encourage each of you to take the long view here. Do not
burn yourself out, but gauge your giving in accordance to your true ability over several
months.

WHAT DOES THISMEAN?
First, feed yourself spiritually like you' ve never done before. You're going to
need God's strength in the work with Ocean Springs. Come to church faithfully,
attend classes for enrichment, pray more than you’ ve done before, and do devo-
tions with greater consistency.

Second, having tapped into the Source of strength, pray for courage and boldness
to do great things in Christ’s Name for our brothers and sisters in Ocean Springs,
MS. If you’' ve not done much, then do it NOW. If you are tired from the relief
effort, then give yourself a break for a bit and come back to it in a couple of
weeks. Pace yourselves!

Third, if you're a man or woman of 40 (something) years or younger then donate
your muscles and raw physical strength. We have some work to do folks, and it’s
time for the younger population of this church to get into it with our backs, arms,
legs, and hands.

Fourth, we need people to write notes of encouragement to our newly adopted

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
family on aweekly basis and by name. If you're able to compose hand-written
notes for this purpose then contact Margaret Jordan or Tom Boone.

WE CAN DO ALL THINGSIN CHRIST WHO GIVESUS STRENTH! Thisisasure prom-
iseto usintimes like these. Let’s keep up the strong efforts of relief, remembering that the
world may turn away from this place in a few weeks, but we will need to be here for along
time. God has called usto this, and we are standing up to be counted! Praise God for each
of you.

Education in October
We have a variety of opportunities for you and your family in October!

Our FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT will be announced during the month. We are planning on
watching “The Parent Trap.” Refreshments are available and friends are welcome!  Check
out the church website and bulletin announcements for more information soon.

THE ROMANS BIBLE STUDY ison Thursday nights from 7-8 PM. Tom Boone and
Ashton Hill lead this in-depth study of Romans at the home of Ellen and Christopher
Jones' and the classisopento al at any time! Come for some great fellowship and com-
munity bonding as we discover Romans. Please bring a lawn chair when you come! A
study room is provided for parents who have children who need a place to do homework.

WEDNESDAY FAMILY NIGHTS have begun and we offer programs both for children
and adults. Dinners are served and the topics we are covering are highly inspirational. We
are averaging over 100 people each night so if you’ ve not made it yet, please find the time
to come. Norman McCrummen is leading this series for adults. The Jung’'s are leading the
children’ s program.

Please consult the Fall 2005 GOLD catalogue for details on our Sunday morning opportu-
nities.

Current Events

olass schedule Wednesday Night Suppers

Please help the cooks. We need to use our
The Current Events Sunday School Class | resources wisely and reservations help us

will b@ln aSUdy of The Life You' ve Al- in our p|ann|ng When mak”']g reserva-
ways Wanted: Spiritual Disciplinefor Or- | tions, please indicate if you want astand-
dinary People on October 2. Please join | jng reservation for the entire Bible study

Building and share in this study, which weekly.

will run through November 6™,
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From the Sewardship Committee

The Budget and Finance Committee is in the process of formulating our church’s budget
for the 2006 year. It will be presented to the Session for preliminary approval. Then we will
ask each of you for your pledge for the 2006 year with hopes that the total will be enough to
fund the budget.

Thisisacritical time for the church. Not just Spring Hill Presbyterian, but the church asa
whole. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, it is more obvious than ever before that the
church must play a greater role in our country. Norman's sermon on September 18 pointed
out to us how fortunate we all are and the responsibility we all have as Christians to share
and give back to those in need. He also pointed out that as Christians our possessions and
riches are not ours but the Lord’s and we are merely the stewards of them.

There have been numerous articles written about the slow response of the government
and how important the church’'s role has been in the support of the victims of this terrible
disaster. It has been heartwarming to see the response of our church members with the out-
pouring of supplies, food and clothing delivered to the church day after day.

There is another side to this story, a much darker side. This is the side influenced by Sa-
tan. The looting, robbing, shooting, murder and rape we have seen, read about and heard. We
all shake our heads in dismay and then go about our daily business because it’s happening
somewhere else. We could be next. Godlessness is everywhere. We must, as Christians, be
committed to spreading God’s word to turn this tide. If the churches won’t do it, who will?
Not the government where there are those who think the pledge of allegiance is unconstitu-
tional because it mentions God.

That iswhy it is so important for each of us to prayerfully consider our pledges and our
giving. Our church supports ministries and programs that spread God’s word, and we must
do more. With each of our commitment and efforts we can and we will.

Yoursin Christ,
Rick True

First Thursday Lunch

Are you familiar with the Parish
Nurse Program at our church? Do you
know who the Parish Nurse is? Come
to the 1% Thursday Lunch on October 6
at 11:45 am. and learn about this pro-
gram and how it can be helpful to you.
Call the church office to make reserva-
tions or use the tear-off in the bulletin.

Trip to France cancelled

Due to the changes and challenges
that confront us as a result of hurricane
Katrina, plans for a June 2006 trip to
France have been cancelled.

Visit SHPC swebsite: http://mww.shpc.us—you will find announcements,

information, photos and much more.
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Presbyterian Women Activities

Presbyterian Women' s Coordinating Team will meet on Wednesday, October 5 at 9:30 am.
in the Conference Room.

N
All circleswill gather on Wednesday, October 12 when the Honorary / v \
Life member will be honored a aluncheon and the Thank Offering will \,’« ﬁ‘&)
be received. The meeting will begin at 10:30 in the sanctuary. Reserva- ¥/

tions may be made through circle chairpersons or the church office by
Monday, October 10. PR X TERIAN

New Books of Advice by Children and Adults

s, Never eat anything that moves; good bad and very silly advice from kids (edited
7 by Robert Bender). The author contacted schools across the country and asked

* thousands of kids what sort of advice they thought other kids (and some grown-
ups) should know. Fun reading! This advice runs from “Y ou're only akid once

— get in trouble while you can” to “Tell people that you love them.”

The second book added to the library this month is written by an oncologist whose rabbinical
grandfather greatly influenced her and her counseling of cancer patients.
Rachel Remen’s My Grandfather’ s Blessings; stories of strength, refuge and belonging.

The first book was seen first in adoctor’s office, the second was donated by Jane Bulwinkle.
Both are wise and truly enjoyable. These and others are available by signing your name,
stamping the due date and then remembering to return them by that date.

Blood Drive— Give the Gift of Life
' BLOOD
Our next Red Cross Blood drive is scheduled for October 16, 2005 from 8:30 DRIVE
am. until 12:30 p.m. As many of you know, Hurricane Katrina created a
critical need for blood. We hope we a Spring Hill Presbyterian Church will
do our part for the community and have a bigger than ever turnout for this drive.

The Red Cross now requires some type of valid identification be shown before you can give
blood. Your driver’s license or donor card should be brought with you.

Please call the church (342-1550) and let us know you are willing to do your part to help the
victims of the hurricane and insure that the Red Cross does not run short in the coming
months.
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Global Missions

Katrina Relief: On September 7 SHPC sent Interchurch Medical Assistance, Inc. $2,000 to

pay for five (5) Medicine Boxes, each with aretail value of approximately $2,000, to be used

in Mississippi. A Box contains 17 essential, over-the-counter medical products and prescrip-
tion drugs that respect the guidelines of the World Health Organization. Under
normal circumstances the Box is designed to treat the common illnesses of ap-
proximately 1,000 adults and children for 2 to 3 months.

The same day we sent the American Red Cross $2,000 for hurricane relief.

At the same time we contributed $1,000 to Hospital Sainte Croix in Haiti, a 120-
bed facility 20 miles from the capital city. The hospital offers comprehensive health care to
the poor...and we contributed $2,000 to the Near East School of Theology, an interdenomi-
national Protestant theological seminary serving the Evangelical churches of the Middle
East.

Don’t forget: Daylight Savings Time ends October 30.
Turn back your clock one hour.

Springhill Presbyterian Church
December 4 - 7:00 p.m.

We are excited to bring you Winter’s Day, a Celtic celebration of winter and the holiday
season. Although many of the tunes we will perform are associated with Christmas, some
evoke other, older traditions which were present in the Celtic nations before the coming of
Christianity. In any case, the music is everything you expect from Mithril - exquisite heart-
felt airs, high-energy jigs and reels that rock the house, and a few exotic surprises. We think
you will enjoy this concert featuring tunes you may be familiar with as well as some you
may not have heard before. Some examples are: | Saw Three Ships, The Wexford Carol,
Khanike Freylekhs, | Wonder As | Wander, New Christmas, The Cutty Wren, The Wishing
Tree, Galician Carol, Greendeeves and others. If you have heard Mithril before, you know
you are in for a special Christmas tregt; if you have not heard them, you will enjoy this Win-
ter and Christmas celebration. Members include, Andra Bohnet, Tom Morley, Ben Harper
and David Hughes. Y ou can visit their website at: http://mithril.flyingfrogmusic.com.

Look for more information in the November issue of the newsletter.
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We rejoice with Brad and Donna Hoffman
in the birth of a daughter, Caroline Eliza-
beth, on September 8.

The prayers and sympathy
of the congregation are with
Norman and Dusty Walton
in the death of their son,
Blair, on August 31, and
with Merle Weldon, his
grandmother.

Memorials have been received
for the following:

Blair Walton
Frank Cox
Frances Priest McVay

From thefollowing:

Elizabeth Hill
Same and Judy Strada
Hilary Cabaniss
Mitt & Charlotte Kopf
Charles and Linda Langston
Bob Hedberg
Walter and Shirley Wharton
Kaye Bradshaw

Honoraria have been received
for the following:

Philip Jung
Peg and Tod Heyman

From thefollowing:

Burns and Sammie Moore
Nancy and Jack Gottschalk

“Loveto pray - feel often during the day the
need for prayer, and take trouble to pray.
Prayer enlarges the heart. Ask and seek, and
your heart will grow big enough to receive
Him and keep Him as your own.”

—Mother Teresa

It seems so easy to get caught upin
this fast-paced, rapid-fire world and
forget the peace that passeth all un-
derstanding; the love that casts out
all fear. So dow me down Lord,
steady me, infuse my lifewith har-
mony, and calm and refresh my soul
in you.
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27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exod. 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Ps. 19
Phil. 3:4b-14; Matt. 21-33-46

28" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exod. 32:1-14; Ps. 106:1-6, 19-23
Phil. 4:1-9; Matt. 22:1-14

29" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exod. 33:12-23; Ps. 99; 1 Thess. 1:1-10
Matt. 22:15-22

30" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deut. 34:1-12; Ps. 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thess. 2:1-8; Matt. 22:34-46
31% Sunday in Ordinary Time
Josh. 3:7-17; Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37

1 Thess. 2:9-13; Matt. 23:1-12

N
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October 2005

Lord's Supper

Officer Ordination and Installation — 11:00 am. service
Committees

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team — 9:30 a.m.

First Thursday Lunch —11:45 am.

Diaconate — 7:00 p.m.

Men’'s Breakfast — 7:00 am.

Presbytery Meeting at Foley Presbyterian

Presbyterian Women General Meeting and Luncheon — 10:30 am.
Blood Drive—8:30 am. — 12:30 p.m.

Newsletter Deadline — 9:00 am.

Session— 7:00 p.m.

Kirkin o’ the Tartans (both services) — Church Lunch —Noon

When the evening of life
comes, we shall be judged

alone. Al E. Cat.

—&. John of the Cross

Editors: Dan and Laura Sellers and pumpkin
pie laced with catnip for Ti Amo and
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