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To the Congregation of Spring Hill Presbyterian Church 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
I am deeply touched by your generous expressions surrounding my retirement on May 
18. It is an understatement to say that your caring and spirit 
of celebration moved Sallie and me and our entire family 
beyond words. 
 
I am grateful for 19 years of service to God with you. I am 
proud in the best sense of who you are as a faithful and 
searching congregation. 
 
How can I ever thank you for: 
 
· letters, remarks, handshakes, good-byes 
· the Scholarship Fund for future ministers at Columbia 

Theological Seminary 
· the beautiful chair which is in our family room facing Mobile Bay 
· the framed citations from the congregation and from Union Theological Seminary 
· the generous check which will make possible special enhancements to my retirement 
· the gifts from the Diaconate, the Youth Fellowships, the Presbyterian Women’s 

painting to Sallie 
· the incredibly beautiful and delicious reception which so many of you attended. 
 
We are forever grateful to have been part of your life and mission. You will always be 
in our hearts! 
 
        God bless you! 
        Vernon 
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